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In each of our family trees, sixteen positions are occupied by our great-great
grandparents. We inherit our surname from just one of them. My great-great
grandfather, Thomas Clifford, was born in 1850 in Hugglescote, north-west
Leicestershire. He grew up in Allestree and Darley Abbey, just north of Derby.
Thomas spent most of his working life with the Midland Railway, based in Derby.
But he also had a brief career with Derbyshire Constabulary, posted to the north of
the county on the southern edge of Sheffield.

Early years Contents

Leicestershire roots

Thomasdé rel atiwess | ived
Leicestershire. His father, Charles, was an
illiterate agricultural labourer, as were some

of his uncles and his grandfather.

Charles Clifford married Th o mas & mot h e £
Catherine Harrison, in Hugglescote in 1848. o
Their first three children were born there:
Helena in 1847, Thomas on 21 March 1850,
and their brother John in 1852, but he died

within months. They had moved to nearby Main Street, Hugglescote in north-west
Ibstock by then, but did not stay long. Leicestershire. This is the oldest known
Unlike their fathers, f epfotographof meviiege BkeriptheslB7hss
worked in agriculture. Most were employed in Thomas Clifford and two of his siblings were
increasing|y mechanised industries. born there. (Wlth thanks to Steve Duckworth

of Coalville Heritage Society)
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Allestree and Darley Abbey
Some family members moved to the towns

children. In 1871, James was working as a
servant in Litchurch, just south of Derby city
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such as Allestree. Charles, Catherine and the
children moved there in the early 1850s.
Thomas 6 bhlamesandcWillkam, were
born in Allestree in 1854 and 1857.

Duffield Road, Allestree, around 1900.
Thomas and his siblings grew up here from
around 1853 to 1863.
(OldDerbyPhotos.co.uk, no.360)

But Charles died in 1857, aged just thirty-
four. Catherine had to work at the cotton mill
in neighbouring Darley Abbey. The children
were at least attending Allestree village
school, provided by the mill-owning Evans
family, who had also built the homes for their
workers. Helena soon joined her mother at
the mill.

At eleven, Thomas was working as a garden
labourer. He continued doing so into his early
twenties. Catherine Clifford remarried in
1863. She and the children moved in with her
new husband, James Monk, in Darley Abbey.
He was also a garden labourer, and Thomas
may have already been working with him.
Helena also married a garden labourer, Lewis
Mather, in 1868. They may have been

the bey cotton mill.

Boar s Head cotton mi
Evans & Co. From the 1850s to the 1880s,
several members of Thomasofamily worked
here. These included his mother, siblings,
step-siblings, his wife Annie, his father-in-law
and Anni e 6s -Glotlbangraviggs .
with thanks to Tony Lintott, Darley Abbey
Historical Group)

Derwent Weir and toll bridge at Darley Abbey
ArRUREIDN5T w8 T 0BT " h, cRETRT gLt -2
dining room. In the background are St
Matthews church, where Thomas got married
in 1875, and Darley House, where he may

wor king together Oup at haveworkbdaga dardenes ferGhe mill-h e
nearest large properties were Darley Hall and owning Evans family. (From original postcard,
Darley House, both owned by the Evans Scott Russel/l No. 2614,
family. Helena and Lewis would have eight

John Clifford 2 Schools version: 9 December 2020

S

| &
( Mi c
t h
aut f


http://www.oldderbyphotos.co.uk/duffield-rd-allestree
https://darleyabbeyhistoricalgroup.wordpress.com/
https://darleyabbeyhistoricalgroup.wordpress.com/

The career of PC Thomas Clifford, 1880-1885

Locomotive fireman Contents

Marriage and family

Thomas married my great-great grandmother,
Anne (Annie) Norton, on 21 June 1875 at
Darley Abbey St Matthews.

Thomas joined the expanding Midland
Railway in the early 1870s and became a
locomotive fireman. It seems he advanced
quickly, possibly due to a growing demand for
more firemen as those ahead of them were
promoted to become drivers.

Thomas and Annie made their first home in
Derby at 3 Church Lane, off Liversage Road.
This was to the south-east of the town centre,
behind Holy Trinity Church on London Road.
Thomas had a half-mile (800 m) walk to the
Derby engine shed, just south of the main
railway station.
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Church Lane, Derby, where Thomas and
Annie Clifford made their first family home at
No.3in 18751 seen here on the right around
1960. The street was demolished around

1970. (Pete Davies; Derby Telegraph) - -—;‘__h‘
R DR e -
Thomas and Annieos fir stawmdahdlCRss 486 iesignedand builny
great grandfather, was born at Church Lane between 1863 and 1869 under the
on 24 March 1876. Cé&ar | esgp@réisioR 6f Matthe® Kirtled, CRI&
was also born in Derby in 1878. Mechanical Engineer. It is seen here at
Thomaso6 sister Hel ena h a@ncastgrinthe 1880s. Jhomas wayld have
eight children that year i first cousins to been familiar with these locomotives as a
Charles and James. Also thatyear, T h o ma s éremaninthe 1870s. (With thanks to Steve
brother William married Susan Slack. They Rabone, whose great grandfather, John
would have five children. William would be Edward Rabone, is on the left)

employed by the Midland Railway for the rest
of his working life.

John Clifford 3 Schools version: 9 December 2020


https://www.derbytelegraph.co.uk/news/nostalgia/tiny-derby-street-no-longer-2710959
http://steverabone.com/sscalewebsite/building_a_kirtley_0.htm
http://steverabone.com/sscalewebsite/building_a_kirtley_0.htm

The career of PC Thomas Clifford, 1880-1885

This was the reason he gave when he left the
Midland that spring and became a policeman.

The right decision?

Like any wife, Annie would have been

apprehensive. She woul dndét have
where Thomas would be posted, and where

they would bring up their growing family. But

she would have been keenly aware of a fatal

incident involving police officers in Derby on

12 July 1879.

A group of constables saw a pony and trap
being driven erratically by Gerald Mainwaring
in the company of Annie Green, a prostitute.
Mainwaring was the son of Revd Charles
Henry Mainwaring. His mother had
aristocratic connections.

A driver and fireman in the cab of a Kirtley

Class 700, seen here before 1907 when the PC Shirley judged that they were drunk and
Mi d | anondbérisg system was changed. requisitioned a cab to pursue them. PC 35
As a fireman in the late 1870s, Thomas would Joseph Moss and PC John Clamp followed
have also been familiar with these on foot. The policemen caught up with the
locomotives, which were built between 1869 pair and took them to the lock-up at Derby
and 1874. (Mick Hymans collection, with police station, where they were assisted by
thanks to Charlie Verrall) PC Price.
Annie Green became violent. When the
Time for a change constables restrained her, Mainwaring pulled
~ ] o out a revolver. He shot PC Moss and PC

T h o manstiter, Catherine, died in January Price. Moss died the next day in Derbyshire
1880, aged fifty-nine. His brother James then Royal Infirmary. A memorial plaque at Lock-
died in the February, aged only twenty-five. up Yard marks the site of the shooting.
Annie was heavily pregnant with their third
child. Moss was twenty-six years old. Annie Clifford

_ was not to know that he would be the only
This may have prompted Thomas, who Derbyshire policeman to this day to be
turned thirty in the March, to decide that he murdered in the course of his duty.
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Joining Derbyshire Constabulary

Urban and regional police forces

The first professional police forces in the UK
were established in 1800 in Glasgow and
Belfast. These were followed by Newcastle
and, in the 1820s, by Rochdale and Oldham
in Lancashire. The London force was
established under Home Secretary Robert
PR o S MR T RO e te ]

The Municipal Corporations Act of 1835
required 178 boroughs to set up paid police
forces. Derby and Chesterfield founded theirs
in 1836. Within twenty years, every city and
major town in the UK had its own police force.

The Rural Constabulary Act of 1839 allowed
counties to establish their own police forces.
Wiltshire was the first to do so in 1839.
Derbyshire followed in 1857 with 156 men
joining that year. More were recruited for
postings to smaller towns and villages around
the county.

Borough forces remained distinct from their
surrounding counties for many decades.
Derby was eventually absorbed by
Derbyshire Constabulary in 1967.

Appointment

Thomas would have applied to join

Derbyshire Constabulary at its headquarters

at St Mary's Gate in Derby town centre. This
was | ess than a milhsods
home on Church Lane.

The Constabulary register states that Thomas
was recommended for the job by a number of
people, but only one is named i William
Holmes. If he was a fellow railway employee,
he may have been the railway clerk of that
name, according to the 1881 census, living at
23 Charnwood Street. This was a third of a
mile (500 m) from Church Lane. Or he may
have been William Holmes the railway porter,
living at 8 Sheffield Place, near Derby railway
station.

Thomas was appointed as a 3 Class
Constable on 13 April 1880. His daughter,
Catherine Anne, was born six days later, on
19 April. She would be known as Annie, like
her mother.

Pol i

Contents

He was given the number PC 180. His height
was recorded as 5 feet 8 inches (1.73 m).
This was an inch or two less than the
requirement of many other forces.

(The ofigin! Bidst of\Derbyshird I 0 M
Constabulary, founded in 1857.
(DerbyshirePoliceHistory.co.uk)

Thomas would have been issued with an oil
lantern, leather belt with a metal clasp, hand
cuffs, a staff (truncheon), a cape and
leggings.

He would have joined his fellow officers from
around the county at the quarterly drill and
inspection of uniform and equipment. This
was held at the Derby Arboretum for a
number of years, and was later hosted at
Derby Divisional Headquarters.

His pay would have been around twenty-one
shillings a week (£1/1s). He would be
dismissed if he contracted debts that he was
unable to pay.

John Clifford 5
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Each superintendent was provided with a
pony and trap, whereas constables patrolled
their beats on foot. They were on call twenty-
four hours a day, and prolonged exposure in
cold and wet weather was a real hazard.

Policemen were forbidden from influencing
elections and were not allowed to vote
themselves until 1888. By 1889, Derbyshire
Constabulary had 282 men on active duty.

PC 221 James Baker of Derbyshire
Constabulary in 1888, wearing the uniform
that PC 180 Thomas Clifford would have
worn. This style of helmet (initially without a
badge) was used from 1880 until 1893.
(DerbyshirePoliceHistory.co.uk)

Metal clasp from the type of leather belt
issued to members of Derbyshire
Constabulary from when the force was
established in 1857. These were handed to
new officers after those leaving the force had
finished with
remained in use until the 1930s.
(DerbyshirePoliceHistory.co.uk)

0Bull s Eyed police oil
of Birmingham, of the style issued to

members of Derbyshire Constabulary.
(DerbyshirePoliceHistory.co.uk)
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Handcuffs issued to members of Derbyshire
Constabulary from the 1870s onwards. They

were also known as O6handbc
6snapso, and were-stil!] ir
1970s! (DerbyshirePoliceHistory.co.uk)
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Norton

The parish

Thomas was sent to the north Derbyshire
6constabl e wijeskufderdour No r

miles (6 km) south of the centre of Sheffield.
The city was just over the border in Yorkshire
and is surrounded by hills. With a high point
of 719 ft (219 m) above sea level, Norton is at
the top of the southern-most hill.

John Marius Wilson's Imperial Gazetteer of
England and Wales from 1870-72 describes

Contents

Nortonas fAa vill agesub-a
district, in the district of Ecclesall-Bierlow and

tocnounty of Derbyé&a pleasant

White& General and Commercial Directory of

Sheffield, Rotherham, Barnsley, Chesterfield

and Worksop for 1879 had over 1,100 pages.

The page for Norton stated that the village

Wia-SESSNAS = URaRtse - Xosm L= el el ch-hJE
in the centre of its pari s
undulated andwellwooded surf aceo.

par i s|

The Oakes Park, Norton, painted by Charles Ashmore in 1910. These were grounds surrounding
the grand home of the Bagshawe family. (PictureSheffield.com, y09213)

Wi | s Gaeélteer listed the villages in the
parish as i N o r-ltees,nGreenhill, Backmoor,
Mauger hay, Hemswort h,
also the extra-parochial tract of Beauchief-

A b b e Nortain Woodseats, a mile (1.6 km)
north of Norton, was also known simply as
OWoodseats. There were
Norton, Woodseats and Greenhill, a mile and

a half (2.5 km) west of Norton. In the course

of his duties, Thomas would become familiar
with all of these places and more.

2 nTg thé-Ns%u?th?Qés? i érgeﬁhill, the Bradway

tunnel had been excavated in 1870 for the
Midland Railway, between Dronfield and Dore
near '[otle% ]F Iowm the R|v Sheaf north
PoPtRe tunnel, the hine todk trzﬁns between
Chesterfield and the then-new Sheffield

John Clifford 8
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Midland Station. The tunnel is 2,026 yards
(1,853m) long and is still in use today. Eight
ventilation shafts of up to 300 ft (90 m) deep
were dug. North of the tunnel, the line turned
north-east through Norton Hammer before
descending into Sheffield. The Midland
erected a mission hall at Bradway for the
good of the railwaymend s s lmth¢ s
tunnel 6s first
may have travelled through it many times as
a fireman on the footplate of a locomotive.

Churches

Nortond parish church, dedicated to St
James, dates from around 1170. The vicar
from 1844 until 1888 was Henry Hollingworth
Pearson. He had been preceded by his
father, also Henry, who was the incumbent
from 1812. Restoration of the building began
in 1881. The interior was remodelled and
ancient features were rediscovered. Thomas
would have known Revd H H Pearson and
would have witnessed the progress of the
restoration. St James re-opened in July 1882.
StPaulds i n Nor tmew, ofered is
1877. The vicar was Revd William Mercer.

There was a Wesleyan Methodist chapel in
Greenhill and one in Backmoor. John Wesley
had preached several times at Woodseats
House on Chesterfield Road from 1753
onwards. There were also United Free
Methodist Chapels at Greenhill, Bradway and
on Derbyshire Lane in Woodseats. Also in
Woodseats was the Methodist New
Connexion chapel on Chantrey Road.

Norton Christian and Mutual Improvement
Association had been formed in 1871. By
1879, it had 100 members.

Schools

The old parish school in the hamlet of
Maugerhay had been endowed by Leonard
Gill in 1654. Local industrialist Charles
Cammell had a school and lecture room built
at the bottom of Cobnar Road in 1861. There
was also a Church of England National
School in Greenhill.

Norton School Board was established in
1873. AccordingtoWh i t e 8 s
fa new school house,

t Bhamay e ar s r%f

children. was opened by the Board in
Derbyshire Lane in
This was located at Mundella Place, a cul-de-
sac off Derbyshire Lane, and is known today
as Mundella Primary School. The Board
opened another school on Chesterfield Road
and one more in Greenhill.

Ele entar;o/ Paticatdr Actdf'L870. This was

introduced by MP William Forster and
supported by Anthony J Mundella, an MP for
Sheffield from 1868. The street in Woodseats
was named after him. The Act established
local education authorities which were
empowered, where there was limited capacity
at existing schools, to make new provision for
children aged between five and twelve.

Board. Schoals were l{uilt following the
n

School attendance was not made compulsory
across the country at that time, but Boards
could make this a local requirement. Norton
did, and parents who failed to send their
children to the Board Schools were not only
fined but were 6nambd
newspaper reports of

w a )
ﬁ_ocal schools were closed for three weeks in

October and November 1877 on the
recommendation of Dr George Booker.
Scarlet fever had broken out in the parish,
especially in a nearby area being developed
for housing by a Ladd Societyd This was
possibly the Mount View Land Society on
Harvey Clough Road. The schools re-opened
after being cleaned and fumigated with
equipment provided by Dr Booker.

Dr Booker lived on Netherdale in Woodseats.
He was a Member of the Royal College of
Surgeons (MRCS) and a Licentiate of

the Society of Apothecaries (LSA). He was a
public vaccinator, and the medical officer for
the Ecclesall district, which included the civil
parish of Norton.

A J Mundella served under Prime Ministers
Gladstone and Lord Rosebery, and was Vice-
President of the Committee on Education
from 1880 to 1885. His Elementary Education
Act of 1880 made education compulsory for
all children aged between five and ten. His
OAC GLONE 0w "0 TS WIS 8-2
requirements and introduced school

@ 187% c t 0 pefformance inspections.
capabl e of

hol ding 400
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The career of PC Thomas Clifford, 1880-1885

Little Norton Lane, Norton. The cottages, seen here around 1910, were demolished in the 1960s.
PictureSheffield.com, s17630)

shop attached to their home and with the
Wi | s Gawéttser provided statistics on pleasing surroundings of a_LppIe-bIossoms,
vegetables and flowers, with ready access to

Nortondés paver 1,80@ih 18%lrand ]
over2,300in 1861.Wh i t e 6 s ddted e c t ot?fyd'””er ancyggyabicaulellicghorisy
advantages. 0

that the population had increased to 2,800 by
1871. It had no doubt exceeded 3,000 by Others made nails in their home workshops.

1879, when they were living in 479 houses. Backmoor was known for nail making.

However, Armitage reported that, by 1910,
ithe jeal ous, greedy ci
craftsmenéaway from the
and gardens into crowded streets and

f FalcSt 0 [IcNS No S

Residents and their occupations

Harold Armitage published his book about the
history and character of Norton, Chantrey
Land, in 1910. This is the name by which the
area became known locally, in honour of its
favourite son, renowned sculptor Sir Francis

k

Chantrey. Various streets and establishments OFil e cuttingd was al so a
are still named after him. crissscr ossed groolvamsksatwsifm
AT mitst sagte” s e ptlani inst ot thyatt ﬁhl\f’lom ? dncyse',' A R
unprotected, bounty-f r ee i ndusenry %O fefain thelr { R@atipiras
connectedéwith iron and og\{v%gr? sothgtth(e’tﬁqt%ptapgfﬁh%

. mia "y | fysert
scythes and such manly implements have I tt th d
been her contribution to industrial Racesas accompar\nmen eli=tioniy
evolutionénot in factor |0efs,t hbutbeieno'pi CTimu e SR LIFE
workshops in the country lanes, and Local farmers produced wheat, oats, barley,
sometimes their anvil has been set up in a turnips, and hay. They also suppliedc o ws 6
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milk, not only to their own communities but
also to the city. Village boys delivered milk in
barrels on the backs of donkeys, which their
customers became very fond of.

Armitage remembered one Norton donkey in
Bk 2" TSI A SCINE < (T O TU S e el
came and went during the many years that
this old donkey was growing grey in the

SLEY RV IR e s FONTERTR TYEN _peS ogp ol e
boysépermitted me to
beast when the milk barrels had been
emptied. One of the traits that endeared
Neddy to the people of Heeley was the
undeviating regularity
his stations better than the milk boy, and
seemed to stand even in the same footprints
every
Thomas may well have got to know Neddy in
the twilight of his milk-delivering career.

SHER

of
i |

Milk Boys, View of Sheffield from Norton i an
engraving based on a drawing and a painting
by Henry P Parker, in which one of the boys
is thought to represent the young Francis
Chantrey. (The Land We Live In, Vol.1,
p.281, 1847 i PictureSheffield.com, s12728)

The parish included a number of grand
residences. Colonel Nathaniel Creswick of
the Sheffield Artillery Volunteers (Fourth West
York) lived at Chantry Grange. Barrister and
magistrate Edward Montague Earle Welby
lived at Norton House.

Norton Hall

Charles Cammell lived at Norton Hall until his
deathin 1879.Wh i t e 6 s d®scribecct or y

command i picturesque Vv

ng
Cammell was a local magistrate, and also lay
rector at Norton St James, which was next
door to Norton Hall. His son Bernard
succeeded him as lord of the manor and lay
recersC hoaf r | dedemOasel family paid $or
much of the church restoration in 1881-82.

Ch rles C?mmell,& Cﬁ Ltd, made a range of
ste d iroft ?,é:ts hese included ro{led
|r n aPm%u? HIateE‘. r'th@ Ad‘?n?aty For the
railways, they made cast steel rails, axles,
pistons and connecting rods, boiler plates,
rings and buffers, Thgmas would have
bBen Doty Jamiliaf ith thel Gretcts Bon®

railwayman in the 1870s.

mor ni ngél n hteh @ i ealrd.aymneei byfbesi neagufacturing sites were

at the Cyclops Works on Savile Street, to the
north-east of the city centre, and

Grimesthorpe Steel Works, further to the
north-east. They also owned Yorkshire Steel

& Iron Works at Peniston and the Oaks
Collieries at Ardsley, both eighteen miles

(22.5 km) to the north near Barnsley. Bernard
Cammel | 6s br operedmilstae o r
guarries on t he Mammi | vy
estate. This was near Hathersage, ten miles

(16 km) west of Norton.

ge
0s

Norton Hall was used as a hospital in later
decades, but has since been converted into
luxury private apartments.

The Bagshawes

The Oakes with its surrounding park was the
home of Francis Westby Bagshawe. It was
owned by his family for nearly three hundred
years until the 1980s. The house had a
terrace designed by Sir Francis Chantrey.

Like Charles Cammell, F W Bagshawe was a
local magistrate for many years. He had been
appointed as Deputy Lieutenant and High
Sheriff of Derbyshire in 1868, and also served
as a County Councilor for Norton. He was a
trustee of Maugerhay school, and of one of
the numerous charitable funds in the parish.

H eF __wia. sp Aalllesy 0 ™ a¥ _vsi* caarr 1Gas

The family also owned the Bagshawe Arms in
the nearby hamlet of Hemsworth, described
i n Wi Gazetteedass 1 a

good i nn;

€

E

war C

theHallasanl ar ge and

e ¢ 2 hands omga & peRys&ssions, and the monthly
mansion, in a finely wooded park,

NEHNgSp. | SRERENONIS . O™ CHER B ENNHE
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club was the Norton Ploughing Society, which
held ploughing competitions and annual
dinners. Its members included magistrates,
landowners and the vicar. An earlier
agricultural society,t he Nor t on
Club,wasf ounded by
father. The Club transferred to Chesterfield
where it held an annual show in partnership
with the East Derbyshire Agricultural Society.

Far

L ST

The Oakes in Oakes Park, built around 1670
and seen here in the late nineteenth century.
It was the home of the Bagshawe family for
nearly three hundred years. Today, The
Oakes is Christian residential activity centre
for young people. (PictureSheffield.com,
s05867)

The role of the magistrate has developed
since the fourteenth century. Cour t s
Sessi on 6 ,ovephy magistchtes] had
been established in the 1730s to cover local
Opetty sessional o6 or
They took cases such as assault,
drunkenness, examining illegitimacy,
arbitration, minor theft and larceny 1 the
unlawful taking of the property of a person or
business. From 1872, they also approved
licenses to sell alcohol in alehouses and
public houses. They became known as
OMItagliMS..t ekt SAgScRaliL. T sdoM

of

In PC Clifford& area of north Derbyshire,
Petty Sessions were held on Mondays. The
venues were Eckington court house,
Dronfield town hall and, in the summer, the
Bagshawe Arms at Hemsworth. Harold
Armitage remembered often attending the
Hemsworth Petty
the club room over the stables, occasionally
in the coffee-r o o Mwmas would bring his

detainees before F W Bagshawe on several
occasions.

Sir Francis Chantrey
mer s o

F W B a g s hha mastdagous Norton resident was Sir

Francis L Chantrey. He was born in 1781 in
the hamlet of Jordanthorpe, just south of
Norton, where his father had a small farm. He
worked as a milk boy and, according to

Ar mi t age, Afwith his
the milk, eggs and butter of the farm to the
nei ghbouring t dewas oekt
employed by a grocer in Sheffield, before
becoming an apprentice wood carver. He set
up a portrait studio in the city in 1802.

The busts he produced included Kings
George Ill and 1V, Admirals Duncan, Howe,
Vincent and Nelson, the Duke of Wellington,
William Pitt the Younger, James Watt,
George Canning and George Washington. He
also created four monuments to senior
military figures f
London.

or St

Ch ant fueeyal@socession in 1841 was
watched by local people all along its route
from Chesterfield to Norton. The service at St
James was attended by many notable
Sheffield residents. Villagers carried his
coffin.

_His tomb in the churchyard, overlooked by

ONb®oh Hall, is plain as he disliked excessive
ornamentation. But a 22 ft (6.7 m) high
memorial obelisk, designed by his friend

C 0 UphifipyHarBwiick dhd faifl by #ibliy | si ons.

subscription, was erected outside the
churchyard in 1854.

In his will, Chantrey left money for educating
children in the parish and for supporting the
poor. But he left the greater part of his fortune
as the Chantrey Bequest for the purchase of
art produced in Britain for the benefit of the
nation. The first purchases of a now
extensive collection were made after his
widow died in 1875.

PC Clifford would have met people who
remembered Chantrey. In 1881, Thomas
Higginbottom was sixty-four years old and

Sessi on swasligingwith gis fgmily,ip Bagkmpoor.

Higginbottom had been a trombone player in
St Jamesds chur ch- and
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gardener at The Oakes for nearly fifty years.
He then came out of retirement in his
seventies to work as a road labourer.

When Chantrey visited the Bagshawes at The
Oakes, Higginbottom remembered him
making time to chat and joke with him. As a
young man in his early 20s, he helped at
Chantr ey 6s funer al

As an old man, Thomas Higginbottom

I el C cHil e dife 2l e M SRl
charitable fund. By 1901 he and his family
had moved to 231 Derbyshire Lane in
Woodseats. Up to his death in 1909 at the
age of 92, Armitage knew of Higginbottom
living in the nearby hamlet of Lightwood, and
included a reference to him in his book,
Chantrey Land, just before it went to press
the following year.

from

Norton St James with the monument to the
sculptor, Sir Francis Chantrey, who died in
1841. The monument was installed in 1854,
and is seen here before it was restored in
1881. (PictureSheffield.com, s04611)

Norton Association for the Prosecution of
Felons and other Depredators

Armitage says that this local initiative, i Ol der
than police organisation as we know it to-
d a ywas founded in 1784 by Thomas Fox,

Chantreydés school mast

Funds were raised by Asubs
voluntary police rate, and the members
received aid for the capture and prosecution
oChoraerstealees ysldesp stealers, fowl
robbers, garden robbers, burglars and other
reprobates. o0 The #f@ABag
gentlemen, gave liberal support to the

ARSh SHENG. | RSN O SRG R ehaddbeeH e
a member. In 1878 the membership stood at

forty.

Other areas of Derbyshire such as Buxton
and Heanor had similar societies. For
example, they were able to fund night
constables in areas such as Greenhill where
residents requested help to suppress crime.
Once Derbyshire Constabulary was formed,
these societies may have provided some
support to professional police officers like PC
Clifford.

In 1877, the Norton Association prosecuted a
miner for stealing fowls from a farmer in
Lightwood, and a farm labourer for stealing
turnips from his employer in Woodseats. But
they did not appear in the newspapers often.

As Armitage explains,in Muc h of t he
went in eating and drinking, and the
prosecutions cost more than the stolen
goodséthe | awyers
better pickings than the thieves, to say
nothing of the expenses of the numerous

committee meetings, at which members were

mo n

mu st h a\

four BN R _ e i, tChr Yol ke " yieli, t S i
desirable [in 1910] to dissolve the
association. o
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ECkiﬂgtOﬂ Contents

District HQ A PC George Clifford, possibly a distant
relative of Thomas, had joined Derbyshire
Constabulary in 1870. He too served in the
Eckington District. He was initially posted to
Whitwell, seven miles (11 km) south-east of

The headquarters of the District of Derbyshire
Constabulary which included Norton was at
Eckington, six miles (10 km) to the south-

C Eckington. In 1880, he was promoted to
Eckington District policemen were posted to Sergeant and transferred to Belper, 23 miles
several other Derbyshire towns and villages (37 km) further to the south-west.

on the edge of Sheffield: Beighton, Bradway,
Dronfield, Dronfield Woodhouse, Eckington
Colliery, Greenhill, Hackenthorpe, Halfway,
Killamarsh, Mosborough, Ridgeway, Totley
and Woodseats. The District also included
Clowne, Barlborough, EImton, Renishaw,
Unstone and Whitwell. These were all a few
miles south and closer to Bolsover and
Chesterfield.

Thomas and Georgeds commar
Eckington was Superintendent Peter Cruit.

He was in charge of the Eckington District for

twenty years from 1872. Superintendent Cruit

could move his men around, so Thomas and
George could have worked i
areas. But incidents in the north of the District

were likely to have been attended by

Thomas.

The former police District headquarters on Church Street in Eckington. The Superintendent from
1872 to 1892 was Peter Cruit. He and his family lived in the house. The single-storey building to
the left was the court house. These were built in the early 1850s at a cost estimated by the
architect of £750. PC Clifford presented his detainees here to the magistrates at Petty Sessions
hearings on Mondays, when they were not being held at Hemsworth or Dronfield. The house has
been a private home since around 2000, as has the court house since around 2015.
(Photographer: Nicol Bradshaw)
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The headquarters included a house for the On the day of the census in April 1881,
superintendent, a court house, and cells for Superintendent Cruit was living in the police
use as-upddlfoak pri soner s houseaiththis wifg Catherine, their daughters
presentation to the magistrates. Contact with Mary, Catherine and Agnes, and their son
Constabulary Headquarters in Derby was by Peter. The children were aged between nine
telegram or letter, until the new technology of and sixteen. In the cells were three coal
telephones arrived in the 1890s. miners, a general dealer and a wire worker.

‘_.‘

Ar c hi traving, dated Idl April 1851, of the ground floor of Eckington District police

headquarters and court house. The smaller court house to the leftincludedawi t nesses6 wai t
room,cl er kés of fice, mavgthits own antransedandtre tourt roomgo the o o m

rear. The larger building had a living room, kitchen, scullery and larder for use by the
Superintendent ds f ami | yndflobhreludedehres celisdadarderaidat he gr o
long, narrow, unroofed prisonerséexercise yard. The driveway to the right led around to a walled

rear yard and garden. The structures at top right were two piggeries, a stable and a coach house

with hay loftf or t he super i nt e.nRebhyshiré Recopddffige, DR20Q/IC/H/1ri a p

Volume of County Buildings and Lock Ups, Plan 39)
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Ar chi t ect 06X51chowingithe iof af Eckington court house and the first floor of the
police house. Upstairswereth e s uper i nt e(witha stairdase todhke fear gaed) and three
bedrooms for his family. In the centre was the bathroom, with the bath positioned at an angle. The
building was sold to Eckington Parish Council in 1905 for £510, when the police headquarters
moved to nearby Renishaw. Thenarrowp r i soner 6 s @mnthe rightiwas ¢éhenyrapfiedito
create additional rooms. (Derbyshire Record Office, D2200/C/1/1 7 Volume of County Buildings
and Lock Ups, Plan 39)

John Clifford 16 Schools version: 9 December 2020




The career of PC Thomas Clifford, 1880-1885

Sheffield Contents
County border have long pushed the historic craft from its
Yorkshirebdéds historical bsotuonodlaroyf Whiotnhour o

Derbyshire and Norton parish followed two Sheffield had become the iron, steel and

rural water courses. One was the River cutlery captial of the world, and was

Sheaf, from which Sheffield took its name. ni cknamed nT8e sarelndir@ ihiisy 0 .
The other was the Meersbrook, a tributary of provided iron ore, forests and coal for fuel,

the Sheaf. The Sheffield suburb of Heeley and stone for grinding wheels. Several rivers,

was on the Yorkshire side. Meersbrook was including the Sheaf, powered machinery until

on the Derbyshire side. steam engines took over.

The old main road from Sheffield to Benjamin Huntsmanusedhi s &écruci bl ed
Chesterfield and London used Derbyshire method to mass-produce high-quality steel in

Lane through Woodseats. From 1757, a new Sheffield from 1742. The next year, Thomas
60turnpi ked dadaledsstaem ad f o |Bouwsawver, a Sheffield cutler, achieved the

incline through Woodseats. This became plating of copper with a thin layer of silver.

known as Chesterfield Road, and would be Soon, every middle class family in Britain had
designated as the A61 under Ministry of silver-plated cutlery, teapots and

Transpor t 6 sringsohene oil@2hb e candlesticks.

The artist, J M W Turner, visited Sheffield in In 1858, Henry Bessemer set up in the city

1793 to produce drawings for a publisher. In his modified furnace, known as the

his book, South Pennine Country, published 6Bessemer Convertoro. Thi s
in 1979, Roger Redfern describes how molten 6 p iram t burn the carbon out.

Turner 6s Afirst sight o fCorntrblled anauntsnof carlbon ¢odld thee bef r o m
the top of the steep ground immediately to added back in to produce low-, mild- or high-

the north of Norton village, where the old carbon steel. Tons could be made cheaply in

main road (Derbyshire Lane) skirted minutes, such as components for railways
Meersbrook Park. It has been suggested that and bridges. Sheffield manufacturer John

Turner knew instinctively that he was not Brownl i cenced Bessemer s de:c
likely to find a better belvedere of Sheffield introduced his method for producing rolled

than this, with that sudden, broad vista over armour plate for naval ships. Charles

the Sheaf Valley to the major buildings of the Cammell followed suit.

Ly O WInig e ST c ity T h e cannuat siegl production increased

from a few hundred tons in the mid-
Steelopolis eighteenth century to tens of thousands,
Henry J Palmer wrote an article on Cutlery dwarfing production across Europe. In 1871,

and Cutlers at Sheffield for the August 1884 tShelEfiteIotIhexBor_';eg tgtrete TS - mugh :ﬁ"
edition of The English Illustrated Magazine. [ARGIaEIC - IELoHiES A SWESENACCICEE:

Heexpl ained fithat t he c uThelastgomgdeteardcidle steel futnficein

industry upon which the prosperity of the UKcanbeseenShef fi el dés Abbey
Sheffield was built, and which has been most Industrial Hamlet museum. A Bessemer
constanto. Howe vhatr , ii thiee cconvetter & enddisplay at Kelham Island

remarkable developments of the steel trade Museum, north of the city centre.
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Previous page: at a respectful distance from the railway-
kingdbs highwayérailside St

The parish of Norton, bounded to the north- . i
waterside London,an ugly place. o

west by the River Sheaf and to the north-east

by the Meersbrook. The two water courses PC Thomas Clifford would have been familiar
formed the boundary between Derbyshire with this view of the city from his vantage
and Yorkshire (West Riding). As Sheffield point on locomotive footplates in the 1870s.

grew, the county boundary was gradually
moved southwards from Heeley between
1901 and 1933. Parts of Norton still straddle
the border.

The village centre and
between Norton Park, home of the Cammells,
and Oakes Park, home of the Bagshawes.
Above Oakes Park are the hamlets of

Backmoor and Hemsworth. Below Norton is

the hamlet of Jordanthorpe, where Sir Francis
Chantrey grew up in the 1780s.

Note the Midland Railway from Chesterfield
at top-left, running between Little London

Dam and Chesterfield Road. Thomas would
have been very familiar with the line, having

worked as a locomotive fireman in the 1870s. Industrial and residential Sheffield in the

From bottom-left, note Greenhill and 1880s. (Sheffield Smoke by A Morrow, for

Chesterfield Road running up through The English lllustrated Magazine, August

Meadowhead, past Woodseats House, the 18841 oYMl g ynraNE capr T iMeE et R uLt ih
Masons Arms and the Cobnar Works where

scythes and sickles were made. Derbyshire Growth of the city

Lane runs up from left-of-centre, through \

Woodseats and Four Lanes End. After Palmer added that the steel industry had

Cliffefield House, around which the idone so much to make the
Meersbrook Bank housing estate was being largest in Englando. The
laid out, Derbyshire Lane converges with Sheffield trebled during the second half of the
Chesterfield Road near Smithy Wood. nineteenth century, from 111,000 in 1843 to

i : 324,000 in 1891.
(Ordnance Survey County Series, Yorkshire,

scale 1:10,560; surveyed 1889 to 1892, Building development was spreading into
published 1894; © Crown Copyright surrounding districts. From 1868, Heeley was
and Landmark Information Group Ltd, expanded with new housing. From 1873, the
Old-Maps.co.uk) area at the northern end of Derbyshire Lane

was divided by the Meersbrook Land Society
for residential development and garden

Sheffield smoke allotments with new connecting roads.
Henry Palmer admitted that Sheffield was as Residential devel opment we
iblack as it is painted,yedYe 0qmeddC 0 da maghyy eCsopaotnSdbe’nt ¢

but that A 6Steelopol i sdpyeisheffield DYily Telegrdp®oh 2229nd P 1 i de
wear the stigma as a garibgfedcfbednew housing estates
He described the view of rail travellers as arranged uglinesséin ever)y
iwhirling through t he b ldisflggingivgat werseneethe beauty spots

fogéshe turns totwewodde amy Osfi dseubur ban -Gagbéiatspgiémati

and belches nine-tenths of her smoke in the for rural life are met by inferior reprOdUCtionS
faces of those who pass over the great trunk of the town part of Ecclesall Road, Derbyshire h
lines, instead of planting her industrial Inferno Lane, Woodseats, Totley, & c.fi
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Plan of building plots for sale in 1876 on the
Meersbrook Bank estate, at the southern
edge of Meersbrook Park. Derbyshire Lane
runs through the centre from right to left, past
Cliffefield House, and joins Chesterfield Road
which bends up from below. Norton Lees
Road runs up towards top-right.
(PictureSheffield.com, y10030)

In his book, Annals of Bird Life, published in

1890, Charles Dixon lamented the destruction

ORilme T hgcsShe™ o My Sesige =ov csSih S iss:
knew every tree and bush, and bird and beast
within it, and | oved
Among the Birds in Northern Shires,
published in 1900,
remember the quaint old village of Heeley
(now, alas ! a suburb of Sheffield) in the days
before the railway, when the mail-coach

passed through twice a day and caused the
only commotion, when the old flour-mill,

driven by water, with its tree-surrounded dam,
stood where the railway-station does now,

may perhaps recall the matchless sylvan
beauty of Meersbrooko.

t h

he s

Harold Armitage described the streets that we
now find so charming
I i n e-budt]illatranged barrack-like
houses cutting abruptly across the flowing
shapes of Natureds
softened formséhideous
raw red bricks obtruding their screeching
discords before the gentle contours of the
woodedslop e € However , w e
here to cry over spilt milk. The ruin has been
wrought éits oaks
quiet and beauty we once enjoyed around
Meer sbrook Parko.

as

| ovell)é 8’ah

mu st n

ey TN o VO

Meersbrook Park. (Photographer, Jasper
Redfern i Sheffield and Rotherham up-to-
date: A fin-de-Siecle review, 1897 i

PictyreSheffiel 04915) .

L atsve™ LWse

eTime bauntarylmpves soutidiand® n 6 s
the city ¢ i nu gl

As n t e d

im&in theared! the® Yorksife Border would
move southward in stages. The city council
appointed a committee to consider
incorporating outlying areas, including towns
and villages in north Derbyshire. The first
boundary extension was established by the
Sheffield Corporation Act of 1900, which
came into effect in 1901. Parts of the parish
of Norton, administered by Norton Rural
District Council, were absorbed, as were
Meersbrook and Woodseats.

déﬁe%é of 18cal Hobe?nhéint at aungtibrk‘il

level determined further extensions.

Following boundary changes in 1921 gnd
}-{;fﬁe}d tiehob AcPol 1933

bfo ght mos of tfie ren ir‘ﬁntg Sréa ofal\lrérgjn

into Sheffield, along with Totley, Greenhill
and Hemswcirth.

ot inger
Beighton, Hackenthorpe, Halfway,

kil l ed Mpgboreugheandpants of i§ilkamalisk were

brought into Sheffield from Chesterfield Rural
District Council in 1967.
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Ramsayod6s news agent abtiltiritie 1&esromthessite iofrthe demalished

Cliffefield House. This was part of the Meersbrook Bank housing estate, which was being

developed at the north end of Derbyshire Laned ur i n g P CpoS&ihgiinftife areadlfisseen

here around the time when the news agentwas listedinKe |l | y6s Der byos1®i2rTee Di r ec
steep slope down towards the Chesterfield Road junction is very apparent.

(With thanks to Tim Hale, Sheffield Postcard Co, spc 00207)
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PC Richard Enefer Contents
Thomasd6 predecessor was Ili€fesRintbenOztober, PC Enefer found a

Enefer. He joined Derbyshire Constabulary in poultry dealer selling birds in Fitzallen Market

1875 and, by 1876, he was the Norton in Sheffield, which he had stolen from a

constable. He also covered neighbouring farmer in Norton. In the November, around

Woodseats, and was living there by 1879. His twenty men were illegally hunting game using

sergeant from 1877 was Thomas Baker, who greyhounds on F W Bagshawe
had been promoted to the rank in 1869. He Enefer and one of the game keepers caught

transferred to Norton from Mickelover, west of two of them 1 a collier and a silversmith, both

Derby. from Ridgeway. Harold Armitage

remembered witnessing the magistrates at

2
pvhalfgas Tholiigs daidielexnealoaliie the Bagshawe Arms in Hemsworth exercising

Derbyshire border with Sheffield may have

appeared to be a rural idyll, in which o SO0 0 Liale "aNIEe SoRNE S ST IRy S
unpleasant things happened only
occasionally. Careless road users

The first time a newspaper named PC Enefer
Dogs, sheep and chickens was in March 1876. The Sheffield
Independent reported on the Dronfield Petty
Sessions, to which he summoned a labourer
Aifor not having proper <cor

PC Enefer was named in local newspaper
reports several times, as Thomas would be.
The last newspaper covering the area to

name PC Enefer was the Sheffield ST oREE G i T SIREE 1 S F gl T
Independent for Tuesday, 11 May 1880. This In the July, the same newspaper declared

reported on the Hemsworth Petty Sessions t hat AAnother warning to &
the day before. The article stated that, on 30 had been made clear by PC
April , fla dog was r unni ndiigercdioaatching threetdtivers notiindull d s a't
Norton in a rabid condition, and killed and CHo AL T JON] @RS gt e T R0 dei®at s 6 g
injured a number of s he eNorton Two offthem weeerasleepa whighwias

the dog and handed it over to PC Enefer, who by no means uncommon.

looked after it until it died three days later. In January 1877, PC Enefer heard that a

horse and trap had been driven ffuriouslyo
through Woodseats. It had crashed into a
waggonette which was carrying a family. He
caught up with the trap in Heeley and
believed that its occupants, two butchers,
were drunk. A witness did not support his
assertion and the case was largely
dismissed, apart from payment for damage to
the waggonette.

In January 1879, PC Enefer charged a farmer
from Gl eadl ess nfAhoisdand havi r
cart unattended for half-an-hour in Derbyshire
Lane, Norton. It appeared that defendant had

Mr Gillott, a 6dog f an c idnetogpubligheyse andsiayed thegeitill, 5

breeder), and two friends in the old Sheffield he was called out'to aftend to his horse whic
Park slum area in the late nineteenth century. had become restive and seemed likely to run
(PictureSheffield.com, s12747) 2

The same month, he charged a carter with
InMarch1879,SgtBakerarjdPCEnef_er AR i RIS i RS 1 NG o T
charged four men with keeping dogs without Nortoné f r equent complaints he
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against the
bri dl e n dhecaterdlainhed, o .
unsuccessfully, that the horse had run away.

Disturbances

The area could be genuinely dangerous,
especially for policemen. Derbyshire
Constabulary stored cutlasses ready for issue
to constables when they needed to defend
themselves during riots. In the 1860s, officers
in the Eckington District were permitted to
wear cutlasses for night duty.

A PC John Moore was the resident constable
in Woodseats from 1871 to 1876. His time
overlapped with that of PC Enefer. In March
of that year, the two constables had to
monitor a public altercation. Local property
owner Samuel Yates was disputing a right of
way to the new Board School and to plots of
land which had been sold for building houses.
This was the cul-de-sac which would be
named Mundella Place. The contractors were
busy levelling the road surface when Yates
built a wall of stones across it. The school

def endant ét hoéENotioo Waodseals avals atroime time a very

quiet and peaceable one, but now, with such
people as these living there, there was not a
more disorderly place in t

ESTABLISHED CORFORATE MARK

A.D. slico. $‘*‘@v—’(ﬁ-‘-\q‘:?‘.:

JOSEPH RODGERS & COMPANY.

Srccxssons 7o JOHN HODGERS & SONS)
Manufacturers of all kinds of

Pen, Pocket, & S]}Ortintr Knives, Table Knives,
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On 5 October 1879, PC Enefer was called to
a house on Harvey Clough Road in
Woodseats. He found two men who had been
badly beaten by an employee of Joseph
Rodgers & Co. This was the latest episode of
an ongoing feud between local cutlers.
AdvertisementinWh i t e ds Di
Sheffield, 1879. (University of Leicester,
Special Collections)

rectory

On 7 March 1880, a small barrel of

had to close temporarily because Yatesd s~ wa | hunpowder exploded in a greenhouse
prevented the children attending. belonging to a much-admired gardener living
At one o6clock on the maoopHVAY

March, PC Moore arrived to supervise a work
gang from Sheffield tasked with removing the
wall. But some local residents, including the
elderly Mrs Yates, started rebuilding the wall.
Some of the schoolboys helped, hoping for a
longer holiday, but the constables sent them
gut “of arh"affemegs way:

Yates got into a heated argument and hit a
man in the stomach with a potato masher.
The wall was dismantled and rebuilt several
times. It seems there was not much that PCs
Moore and Enefer could do other than to
discourage fighting as an excited crowd of
spectators increased. PC Moore was
promoted to Sergeant that year, and was
posted away from Woodseats.

In October 1879, PC Enefer was called to a
house on Harvey Clough Road in Woodseats.
Two men had been hurt. They had attacked
their assailant the day before. The men were
all cutlers. The case was heard at the
Eckington Petty Sessions, where one of the
magistrates was F W Bagshawe. He was
reported as saying that, it he

nei ghbdPHEsd | v

3Ctlouﬂlﬂ Rogfl Lipeplzngople 2 o

contributed to a gift of money to compensate
him for the damage.

Alcohol

On 2 August 1879, PC Enefer charged a cow
keeper with being drunk on licensed premises
I the Prince of Wales on Derbyshire Lane.
The cow keeper could hardly stand. The
constable followed him home, where he

5 ORtig i di™ Pt h eSS t= et iain 0"
in an upstairs room because of his behaviour.

Under the Licensing Act of 1872, landlords
were permitted to serve alcohol to customers
outside of licensed trading hours only if they
we r onaffidet r avel |l er so.
g.en u'ign e Ry e | | ‘efi s
refreshment in the course of a journey,
whether of businessorpleas ur e 6 coul d
served. Customers had to be at least three

miles (5 km) from their starting point when

they reached the inn.

wi f e

Tl 8 I
who wer

b

To avoid prosecution, landlords needed to

bel i eved that Cc L
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outside of licensed trading hours were they hed s nos Pl ght, @ (0@
travellers. They were obliged to ask them to

n T RERSRd ‘e S enit RS TLORSIERO Uik Saer N ESch e
declare their purpose and where they had partywereh i g hiy re s p ectable pe
come from. Customers could be prosecuted if y, wou 0 £ k R

it was clear that they V\f-%alsoargh%c{tﬁaLE% aHdbéllg\/gdetﬁey

[ OF M I RE IR (a2 CFShERg ORI taki nw%reE)oﬁaflﬁle‘?rglvellg}l a'ﬁcsh%hadnot

wilfully infringed the law either. The defence
Highly respectable persons fhoped, therefore, that the Bench would allow

In early 1880, Superintendent Cruit and PC the cases to be withdrawn on the payment of

Eneferwerei nvol ved in a caseStRAR:GHihgThG mMagistrates

house open at prohibited hours for the sale of

i nt oxi cat i nsgvaslthe gnbeyr s . 0
Hotel on Chesterfield Road in Woodseats.

The case was heard at the Dronfield Petty
Sessions on 9 February.

At some time after midnight on 27 January,
landlord John England had served a party of
seven men from Dronfield, accompanied by
several ladies. They had been to a
pantomime in Sheffield that evening. They
had already been served coffee at a nearby

inn, and they were not even travelling on foot. The Abbey Hotel on Chesterfield Road in
They could therefore no longer claim to be Woodseats, at the junction with Abbey Lane.
travellers. PC Enefer found the landlord serving

for gl T h customers outside of licensed hours on 27
PC Enefer discovered their presence when January 1880. It is seen her e in the late

D=l IF RGN € e e e T ST nln&eerﬂhacéngur Rith a ﬂén%ﬁﬁalkung
u

stand at defendant6s doopg ga]hnSoﬂ'Plgt dshekfidd.com,
question. 0 When thatthg | and },3dg

party had called for ref hment, AHe told him
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Woodseats

Starting from scratch

PC Enefer transferred to the Buxton District
some time after May 1880. He had got to

know the Norton area thoroughly and would
S, G o"Vi'e eend

have di

ear |

Suspect WhenWhemas arrived to
replace him, he had all this to learn.

Like PC Enefer, it seems that Thomas
covered Woodseats as well as Norton, and
he would patrol other parts of the Eckington
District. He might sometimes meet a
supportive colleague in the street. But he
would often have to deal firmly and single-
handedly with tough, heavy-drinking coal
miners, railway navvies and cutlers. He would
certainly encounter all of the same kinds of
trouble that PC Enefer had faced.

y

Contents

A new home

PC Enefer may have been living at 275
Derbyshire Lane in Woodseats at the time he
was transferred away. This was between the

0 njunetitns with Haevey ClowhuiRoad and

Mount View Road.

Thomas and his family may have moved into

the house when he took over from PC Enefer.

They were certainly living there a year later
when the 1881 census was taken.

The Force may have owned the house or
rented it from a private individual, but
policemen often had to find their own
accommodation to rent.

Page 18] The undermentioned Houses are situste within the Boundaries of the- )
[Ty ——" . T Musicpal Werd of | Pacliscaeniary Borongh of | ToVES" VAISES &8 | Ubur Suvitary Disteict of | Baral Senitary Diseiohof | - Looeomeios] Porihor |
Aohrr aF Laabdoass N el el it | Coelianitl | Fooleonll wf%la !
HOUSES RELATION "GON-_ | AGE last n
e ...-..n-.u‘-'-‘i-:[.ﬁf: TEANE sl fivtuimny of guck L_’ o | Raak, Profession, or 000UPATION WHERE BORN m"“‘:ﬂ"’
- Marriage [oe Lanatio
%‘ D e s Lher Lopsd / Loz el foyijtesiserrs Lo ot ./I\"l7 : ;| XY e €r -r'/,/-'t/( o {hfb/; '—%/’ Ab
a Creofoci- e eeti | ' W [ez2 Ea—— =N
[ Do | Lo | o NN Bl ‘1 i .“gﬂ;g
DIl oo 2y NEEL Fikoliny dﬁw
(L2 th en = " \\ 214 Do,
// S~ / lia i PO »d p»b\w\’ 29 1\ IL’/‘"‘/"‘/O\Z} A e
Wlttae, 7 2o RN W ol S P
Ers / /%/ "A»y': A Len 3‘ 3 '/ S olowr. Canalasle_ k&‘c\/—w -’4«/{,\_’
St 5w 9 Y I oy A Sy 2Ly
Chut, BT oo N Lot . S Leche,
ko < A 2 NI FAEY TR T e 2
Catl Bpira_ v |Reesoke | A L] )tk A B
27 B2d T Cstiviie Hoilons | Homi |omnT | ] M on cnhrm Al e AR WA Y
74 Vosidas B e |y SHEY Nk ik
7 B e il WA W V2 eas] S IRIN o o ecdlen A Fr
Clegar Ot . Bo. o = P e X S
j‘«w Kedzo >0 L iphece |4 r?" A’LL P4 Lo A s oy 1‘" //;'-«Ain €
y7/4 B 7 TS Lo nd oy ai” | o Lile, Cockderv szu/ AA sy
v wegar | o ¥ LW o — s £y
oA By Losiis ] 7 “*./&( ol Pepldli S 2y
5. eics T I N T P R e F
%ol o A b bt A S- ad
I leets P j“‘f’"‘" \: [\ P e By
1881 census page showingfi Po | i ¢ e CrbomastCéffbrd, Bi®wife Annie and their children

living on Derbyshire Lane, Woodseats, between the junctions of Harvey Clough Road and Mount

View Road.Ch ar |
James (fiJa
4 April 1881)

es
S0)

(MICfals 'O
a n@nniebals® appeaar. (Censuh fer Englanel, Wales & Scotland, 3-
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Image capture: May 2019 © 2020 Google  United Kingdom

The original 275 Derbyshire Lane, with the position of its front door now obscured by ivy, has since
become part of n0.273. The current no.275, visible at the right-hand end, is a later addition.

A policemanés wife have to reclaim.
Police officersd wives were verv miuch
i nvol ved in their husban

houses acted as a 24-hour police stations. If
a constable was out and someone came to
the house, his wife would be expected to get
a message to him or to his sergeant.

Sgt Thomas Baker was forty-nine years old.
He lived less than half a mile (600 m) away at
the bottom of Chantrey Road, near the
Methodist New Connexion chapel and the
Chantrey Arms on Chesterfield Road. He and

O T S

his wife, Maria, had three children. In April e - Tate

1881, John was_flve, Annie was three and Bottom of Chantrey Road around 1910. Sgt
Elizabeth was eight months. Baker and his family were living in one of
Norton had its own lock-up where PC Clifford these houses in 1881. (PictureSheffield.com,
and Sgt Baker would have taken their $14266)

prisoners. They used the lock-up until they g i
could get them tPettyt he matpWwe¥el.f keesSgperintendent

Sessions on the following Monday. Police annah in Eckington, Annie Clifford may
officers had to transport their prisoners at have had to put up with Thomas bringing his
their own expense, which they would then prisoners home. However, 275 Derbyshire

Lane is not a big house. If there was no
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space in the lock-up, it may have been Maria A hundred yards (90 m) further north was

Baker who had to look after not only her Thomas 6 p o |Beyond thdt was thee .
husbandds prisoners but Ha€ey ClbughfRban junttios, where a letierd | !
box was mounted on the wall. Perhaps Annie
asked little Charles to post letters for her,
addressed to members of their mill-working
family in Darley Abbey.

Landlords who owned properties used as
police houses were sometimes asked to
modify or extend the building to create one or
two cells. If a cell wasn't available, the

prisoner would be handcuffed to a heavy 100 yards further north was Mount View
fixture in the house such as the cooker or a United Free Methodist chapel, built in 1876.
large piece of furniture. The wife may have to Opposite the Methodist chapel was the local
search female prisoners. She would also be grocerds shop, at Al bert \
expected to cook a meal for a prisoner and John Cavill, who was also a beer retailer. The
clean the cell once it was vacant. post mistress was Johnods s
Cavill. Perhaps Annie asked Charles to fetch
; groceries from Cavillds st
Reioyshifie/ane Charles cross the road and all the way to the
The road was a mile (1.6 km) long and all shop, insisting that he keep an eye out for
downhill when travelling north toward horse-drawn vehicles.

Sheffield. At the southern end, at 650 ft (200
m) above sea level, was the Mount Pleasant Another 150 yards on was the Board School

Inn. Thiswasa f or mer quarryma P l\éunﬂgl@f’l %@arles probably

on the Mount View Road junction, opposite a ende the sc OOI etween the ages of five
brick works. In 1881, stonemason James
Birtles was the publican. He lived there with
his wife Anne and their two children.

and seven. If he was late, he would have
heard the bell ringing when he burst out of
the front door of 275 Derbyshire Lane.

Mount View United Free Methodist chapel on Derbyshire Lane in Woodseats. seen here perhaps
not long after it was built in 1876. The police house was 100 yards (90 m) to the right.
(PictureSheffield.com, s05042)
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Norton County School on Mundella Place off Derbyshire Lane, built by Norton School Board in

1875 and seen here in 1967.P C C|

i ffordos

S oMl CHiFaraRlgeNs . iy

the school between the ages of five and seven, from 1881 to 1883. The school is known today as
Mundella Primary School. (PictureSheffield.com, s24650)

Just beyond the school,
Club had been established in 1873. This
included a library, concert room, billiards and
reading rooms, a bowling green and a
croquet lawn. The resident club steward and
stewardess in 1881 were James Elshaw and
his wife Ellen. Their three teenage children
lived with them. nineteen-year-old James was
a brass caster. Sarah Ann was fifteen and
taught children. Steven was unusual in still
attending school at age thirteen.

Beyond the Club was the Prince of Wales
Inn. The landlord in the 1870s and early
1880s was George Hollingsworth. Further
north was Norton Cemetery, which opened in
1869.Whi t e 6 s @ 187%destribed it

aas Wioar kmionsgt Meanpbpsi | vy
prospect from it is one of the most beautiful in
the highly picturesque neighbourhood of
Sheffield, comprising the bold wooded
heights about Beauchieff, the fine slope of
Ecclesall wood, beautifully undulating farms
and plantations, with occasional villages,
villas, and churches; all framed in by a

ground sweeping I|line

The northern end of Derbyshire Lane was in
Meersbrook, a little over 300 ft (90 m) above
sea level, and 400 ft (120 m) lower than
Norton which was a mile and a half (2.5 km)
to the south-east. Beyond Meersbrook were
Heeley Mill, Little London Dam on the River
Sheaf, Norton Hammer and Smithy Wood.

s el
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DERBYSHIRE LANE. MEERSEROOK. _
2

The northern, Meersbrook end of Derbyshire Lane, seen here around 1910. PC Clifford had a
steep climb as he walked home after patrolling in Norton Hammer. (F Sneath, Peak Photo Works,
Paradise Square i PictureSheffield.com, t06638)
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Beggars

Assaulted by a tramp

Thomas was named as the arresting officer
for the first time in a case that was dealt with
at the Eckington Petty Sessions on Monday,
23 May 1880. This was reported on in the
Sheffield Independent two days later.

DERBYSHIRE,
ECEINGTON FETITY SLESSIONS,

Moxpay.—Before J, I. Swatrow, Esq., and W. P.
Mrraer, Keg. : 5
. A PoLICEMAR ASSAULTED :Y¥ A Trawp, — William
Allen, desoribed as a labourer, of Manchester, was
charged with aseaulting Police-constable Clifiord, ab
Norton.—On Sunday, the officer was walking towarus
Dronfield, when he was accosted by the prisoner and
& man named is, who asked for a contribution
towards the expense of a night's lodgings. The police-
man, who was mnot weanng his nniform, told the
prisoner and his. companion who he was, and
announced his intention to arvest them for begging,
whereupon Allen took off a belt he was wearing, and
struck the officer severnl times with the buckle end
of it. —The prisoner was committed to gaol for one
month for the assault, and for ten days for begginz.
—Harris was also churged with beggiug, and sens to
prison for ten days.

Sheffield Independent, 25 May 1880, in which
PC Thomas Clifford was named as an
arresting officer for the first time in a
newspaper. (Newspapers Collection, The
British Library)

On Sunday, 22 May, Thomas was in Norton

walking towards Dronfield. Hewasi accost e dQo
| a b oAubeggar slumped on the pavement with his
T h e right hand held out for money and his dog

by AWilliam All enéa
Ma n ¢ h e sahdearmé@n named Harriso .

t wo nasked fai a contribution towards the
e giiier nps=e S off #Sia “Rili s gehsi® 6, s
T hies pofl iwc'e man,s wWhio wa's

uniform, told the prisoner and his companion

who he was, and announced his intention to
arrest them for begging, whereupon

Allené struck the officer several timesé The
prisoner was committed to gaol for one month

for the assault, and for ten days for begging.i
Harris was also charged with begging, and
senttopr i son for ten days.

Contents

The equivalent report in the Sheffield Daily

Telegraph on the same day added that Allen
was ndisar med,
This was Nortonos
Thomas also took Harris into custody.

own

A less troublesome arrest

The Sheffield Independent reported that
Thomas arrested another beggar, George
Clarke, in Norton on Sunday, 7 November
1880. The report, printed two days later,
=t
days,

Cl
Wi

ar ke was
th hard

stated
seven

between his legs i from a lithograph of 1821

| o degtitled Bity thedsorrows of a poor old man!

(Rodwell & Martin, British Likrary

1872 10185 T "y 1S

First promotion

For his efforts, Thomas was promoted to 2"
Class Constable in November 1880. His pay
would have risen by one shilling per week
_with each promotion. 2" Class constables in
01875 were paid 3s/2d a day, or £1/2s/2d per
week.
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The former Eckington court house, withthema gi st r at e @rsen door}, ¢ la @ offcé s
(centre window) and \(bladkdoers $She sodrt raom wdas at thg back omnere
PC Clifford presented William Allen and his companion named Harris to the magistrates on 23 May
1880. Allen had assaulted PC Clifford the day before when he arrested them for begging. He would
bring his prisoners here on many occasions. To the right is the former Eckington District police
headquarters, where Superintendent Peter Cruit and his family lived. (Photographer: Nicol
Bradshaw)
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Asleep at the reins

Faint or drunk?

On the night of Thursday, 9 December 1880,
Thomas discovered a man fast asleep on a
dray from Spring Lane Brewery, owned by
John Watson & Co. This was a low, flat-bed
wagon without sides, and it was being pulled
along the road in Norton by two horses. The
6draymano,

Contents

affluent, south-west side of Sheffield. Many

business owners lived here because, as with

other Victorian cities, the prevailing wind
direction blew the smoke of the factories
towards the poorer, north and east side.

John Watson was not a well man. He died on

19 July 1882 at the age of forty-five.

@tencof 1§ Egertom i d | i According to the Sheffield Daily Telegraph, of

Street West, Sheffield, was summoned to the 25 J Ul v, he ndied at Har r c

Eckington Petty Sessions on 20 December. some time since in the hope that the change

He was chargedwithian of f ence agafnatrtwWweuld have a benef.i

Hi ghwayferbAcihg@g #fAdr unk i n adviceaof hiselactor. Emma, who was the

Thomas had shone his lamp in Fridlingt o n 6 s \S/\?;nf asgeoans éogn, t\(,Jvo(l; ?Jvfr;he t;tqjselnress.e 7y M

face, but this was not enough to wake him, South Street Brewery in 1892 9

and Thomas had to shake him. He did not y d

deny Thomasdé version of event s hunut <aid t hat

fhe had had a | ong day a

that day with a barrel and it had caused him JOHN WATSON,

to be si clkHeaddedthdtleihadt . o

trapped his thumb, and claimed that Thomas ALE & PORTER

N eme ™ SN SliENe ™ e s TSN eSS BRE r

If 26-year-old Fridlington was on his way back y

to the brewery, he still had over three miles (5 SPRING L ANE,

km) to go. He may have been able to rely on

the well-known phenomenon of the horse xﬁrp i %

knowing the way. If he then had to make his MIE ﬁg'&@"

way home to his wife and two young sons, he

WOUId Stl" have over two mlles (3 km) to Walk The nbove Brewory being situate conveniently at the west

Frld“ngton Orlglnated from LInCOInShIre’ as etrd of the 1A3-':';|.;’L;ubl':.§ .".. W. to supply ;'n-\uu- families

did many men who came to find work in the with Six, Nine, Tovelve, orl_liu,xéenGallor. Casks, it a very

growing city. short notise, and ut prices ss under i—

NBR/E UTICRoR  Seltrgaster  STARLEd St ihye \“(. -ls.perGaIlnn

oneo, but dgttonwass fRrmrisd! iorf

hye 4 Figb¥o e’ SalMvie I fVad ™0 ofo“d ieRh fa XX Beer - Is2d .,

therefore fined five shillings, plus court costs .

of twelve shillings and two pence, which was XXX Beer - 1s4d ,

paid. The case was reported on in the

Sheffield Independent for 21 December, and X Porter - 1Is 99

in the Derbyshire Times & Chesterfield 3 c :

Herald on Christmas Day. Stout ditto - 1sdd a9

John Watson had inherited the brewery from . _ - .

his father in 1864. Like other breweries, they Advert for Spring Lane Brewery, thought to

owned a number of pubs around Sheffield. date from the early 1880s. The brewery
owned the horse-d r awn wagon or oOdr

John and his wife, Emma, had five sons and
a daughter, aged between five and fifteen,
plus two servants. They lived over three miles
(5 km) from the brewery, at Stand House, 270
Fullwood Road. This led out to the more

which PC Thomas Clifford stopped on the
night of 9 December 1880. The drayman,
George Fridlington, was unconscious.
(BreweryHistory.com)
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Stable enclosure and dray yard at the Moorhead Brewery of Thomas Berry and Co Ltd on Park
Street, Sheffield, seen here before 1900. PC Clifford had to intervene on three occasions when he
discovered drivers asleep on moving horse-drawn wagons. Two were drays from breweries. In the
course of his work, Thomas would have become familiar with a number pubs owned by breweries
like Moorhead, including the Cricketers Arms on Bramall Lane in Sheffield. They also owned the
Brunswick on Egerton Street where drayman George Fridlington lived. Moorhead would be bought
and closed by Tenants in 1923, which would also acquire the Prince of Wales on Derbyshire Lane

in Woodseats. (PictureSheffield.com, s10054)

Whitmarsh Watson & Co would continue to
acquire pubs, including several that fell within
the Eckington police district. These included
at least two which Thomas visited in order to
enforce licensing laws i The Mount Pleasant
Inn on Derbyshire Lane and the White Hart
on Main Road in Greenhill.

Another drowsy drayman

Nine months later, Thomas would bring a
very similar case to the Eckington Petty
Sessions on 12 September. This concerned
an incident which took place on Sunday, 28
August 1881, reported the next day in the

Sheffield Daily Telegraph.
William Fox of 61 Broomhill Street, Sheffield,

was summoned fifor an offer
Hi ghway 8 P @ kaénstable Thomas

Clifford (180) proved that a little after

mi dni ght éhe saw the defenc
Meadowhead, Norton Woodseats asleep on a

brewery wagon which was going in the

direction of Sheffield, while he had no reins to

giuied e It hgeS™ hlorisfe s W0

Foxsai d Ahe had been out mas
was very sorryo. He was fi

and sixpence, plus court costs of eleven
shillings.
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William Jarvis was fined 30 shillings plus
costs at the Eckington Petty Sessions on 25
September. He had been in charge of a
wagon and two horses driving through
Norton, and admitted the offence.

Ferocious pony on the loose

At 11 pm on Thursday, 24 May 1883,

Thomas would be patrolling in Norton when

he discovered a pony wandering in the street.

He needed the help of three other men to

bring the ani mal under <cor
at them with its open mout
able to return it to its stable.

The pony was owned by greengrocer William
Smedley from Little London, two miles (3 km)
to the north. At the Hemsworth Petty
Sessions on 11 June, he explained that he
had bought the pony the day before, and had
arranged for stabling. He claimed that the

Detail from photograph of a carter being owner of the stable had released the pony.
escorted by Sgt Joe Hurst during the The magistrates were unsympathetic and
Sheffield coal strike of 1911. fined Smedley one shilling plus costs of ten
(PictureSheffield.com, s03756) shillings and sixpence. The report of the case
appeared on Saturday, 16 June, in both the
Yet another comatose carter Derbyshire Times & Chesterfield Herald and

_ ) the Sheffield Independent.
Thomas would find a third carter asleep at the

reins on the night of Friday, 8 September
1882. The case was described briefly in
Derbyshire Times & Chesterfield Herald for
30 September.
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Accidental shooting tragedy Contents

Thomas and Sgt Baker had to attend a very Cattle farm
sad and upsetting scene at a farm on
Lightwood Lane on the morning of Saturday,
28 May 1881. The Sheffield Daily Telegraph
for 30 May carried an extensive article on the

George Lister was a 41-year-old butcher and
cattle dealer. His wife, Emma, was 34. Their
three sons were aged between nine and

fifteen. All three boys were attending school.

incident.
Back in 1871, they had been living at 142
SHOCKING GUN FATALITY AT Ecclesall Road in Sheffield. Lister must have
NORTON. done well because, at some time in the
B intervening ten years, they had moved to the
A GIRL SHOT DEAD farm on Lightwood lane, which had twenty
Last Saturdsy s domeetic servant st Lightwood, acres of land. This was near the Bagshawe
Norton, the residence of Mr, Georxr Liater, Arms in Hemsworth.
farmer, caitle dealer, and butchsr, met with a
territla death by the accidemta ':ic.'!-.‘xr‘-‘L o & on Lister emp|oyed a horseman, a cow keeper
N e e i Wk e 8 called Thomas Wignall, and two cattle
—— : drovers named Henry SmithandHe nry o6 Raf f
A tragic incident attended by PC Clifford and Bower. Living with the family was Sarah Ann
Sgt Baker, reported in the Sheffield Daily Jackson, a 24-year-old domestic servant.

Telegraph, 30 May 1881. (Newspapers
Collection, The British Library)

A < L . Tohd: VR . 5
Lightwood Farm in 1966, where the accidental shooting of 28 May 1881 may have taken place.

The tragedy occured in the doorway of one of the outhouses, which was divided into a cart shed
and wash house. (PictureSheffield.com, s40445)

i
CITET ™ W
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door of the wash house when Henry Smith
picked up the gun, which was standing on its
butt. Bower was washing himself at the sink
just three feet away. As Smith approached

the door, he fAwas bringing
his side to avoid the door
The newspaper reporter | an
terrible consequences that so often ensue
from the practice of keeping gunsloa d e d &
The person who is told to scare off vermin is
not usually an individual of much caution or
forethought éputting many e
Cows being driven along Little Norton Lane, jeopardy. o
Norton, around 1930. (PictureSheffield.com,
s17681) Fatal spark
Fls e R e Smith fAfelt the gun kick?©o
Aireporto shattewedritheg Aar
When the two drovers were not working [ oF aucNe i hAM e Y ORI she O Mot 0 d™
around Sheffield, they would come back to trigger or hammer caught in the folds of the
the farm to help the other employees. The coat O.
g;?};egif?;lﬁgg; %g?nﬁzz,ﬁggamggeht Al Smith had no idea that the gun was loaded, _ .
emptying the outhouses before cleaning them RO TR GUCH - T CRITREL, Pl SRS i
out. George Lister had asked them to apply appearance. He did not know whether it was
the annual coat of whitewash. 3 ‘; \l/Jvln 1\) cock, thehamnierva c k, ofr
One of the outhouses was divided into a cart : .
shed and wash house, and was also used by Those in the main house ?‘Ssur_”ed thgt the
Wignall as a store. In the roof was a pigeon Ioc_al gamekeeper was g=sing his duinan the
loft. Smith and Bower started with the wash neighbourhood. They did not realise what had
house, which needed to be cleared of its happened until they were informed.
wringing machine, wash tubs, some lumber George Lister sent for Dr Booker, who soon
and Wignall és agricul turaarlr itvoeod .s . T rheuseholds coutenatd s
At a few minutes to seven, Sara Ann Jackson have been more similar. Dr Booker and his
was in the kitchen of the main house, wife had three daughters and a SO ageq
cleaning boots while the household was still between eleven and twenty. Also living with
in bed. She came outside, holding a boot and them was 25-year-old servant Sarah
a brush, to tell the men where to place the Littlewood.
washing utensils. Lister also obtained assistance from 49-year-
old William Fielding, innkeeper at the
Pest control Bagshawe Arms, which was t
w able k * salwiayaies A GRG0 I RIS ge T on BT
Wignalluseda firusty and d-i | apig7 aniliare Meldhd wada nfember of the
barreled gunf or 6 fi scaring amgy 6 Board of the school at Mundella Place. He
shooting birds and vermin, such as crows lived with his wife Jane and three children. At
which liked to visit a nearby barley field. He twenty years of age, his daughter Eliza was
had left the gun loaded with lead pellets since not much younger than Sarah Ann.
the Thursday, when he had found nothing to g ) e
shoot at. He placed it back in the wash Sgt Baker and RC Clifford also arrived W|th|_n i
house, ready to eéticeife at % [ nfoMneMhitMaUst 8- I'n his fAexc
the opportunity arose. §m|th assured them that _he had not been
i a K ESgRO S0 TNEY. - DRCSSgiign . “lenT
Sarah Ann was looking sideways toward the atJacksonbywayof jokeo. They sa
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themselves fAthat deat h waagclubraamsatthet rebryhich was used by
accidento. Smith @showe dtheMNotondPiosghirg Saciety amafor the
evade inquiryo, and ft heHemswatb RettyrSessians. Ehatsnorhing,
detain himo, simply i nsiLsterigatgordichéradrentsie Oughiitgidge
remain at Lightwoodo. and to her married sister living in Heeley, two

The policemen had @®mar ah n}il%sr(xsé(@)mth H(}r{tr?e?{l\%tﬁonHer

to the Bagshawe Arms. She was laid in the AEirIEl e ey an i I 20 vz g,
afternoon to see the heart-breaking scene.

o -
e

P

The Bagshawe Arms, Hemsworth, around 1890. The people in this photograph probably
remembered very well the accidental fatal shooting of Sarah Ann Jackson on 28 May 1881.
(PictureSheffield.com, s00110)

Thomas, Sgt Baker and Dr Booker must have held an inquest on the Monday.
gone home to their wives and children with
very heavy hearts that day. The mood in the
Fielding household must have been even
MG es S8sSHIn bk Bt SaRit el S o
and her grieving relatives.

George Lister must have felt deep sorrow for
his remaining three years of life. He died in
1884 ﬁged farty-fouy, and is buried in the

"churc ygra St Nortdn Sthdmes. Hidwire

Elizabeth and their sons, who moved back

72}

News Al n the nei ghbour hortodSheffiéld, woald Hawe neehembered the
spread rapidlyo and At h epaimubexgerieace forradowvlangera EBlizabeth
rumours were currento. Tdreein 1927 @amdispuri€ evithdroege.
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Charles Watmough was the nineteen-year-

old son of farmer John Watmough. According

to the 1881 census, they lived at Carter

Lodge Farm. The ofbyfence we
iPolciocnest able Cliffordo.

Watmough was the farmer in the 1880s and
1890s. In March 1883, PC Clifford found

Rear of the Bagshawe Arms, seen here Wat moughoés son, Charl es, C
around 1950. The steps lead to a long room which he did not have a license. (With thanks

over the stables, built in 1859. The room was to Carol Bunting)

used for Petty Sessions court hearings by

local magistrates. A stone in the south gable Ridgeway is four miles (6.5 km) west of

bears the initials FWB for Francis Westby Norton. It is likely that, on the day Thomas

Bagshawe, who was one of the magistrates. met Charles Watmough, he had been sent to

Sgt Baker and PC Clifford had Sarah Ann Ridgeway by Superintendent Cruit to cover
Jacksonds body | aid i n tfdreC JoseghiMeng Bdoth, whothdddeen

tragic shooting on the morning of Saturday, the local constable there since 1878.

28 May 1881. (PictureSheffield.com, y02101)

Booth lived on High Lane with his wife

Elizabeth and four daughters. The younger

Second promotion three were of similar ages
Ann Jane as ten years old, Maud was six,

R Bl et ot (At Thpppas Florence was five and Alice was three.

had kept his composure well. He was

promoted to 1% Class Constable in June If Thomas walked directly from Norton to
1881, a few days after the shooting. What he Carter Hall Lane that day, he would have
had witnessed at the farm on Lightwood Lane passed the Bagshawe Arms. He must have
was no doubt still very raw in his memory. still keenly felt, after the tragic shooting of

Sarah Ann Jackson in 1881, how important it
was that guns were kept and handled safely

Carrying a gun without a license
LR and legally.

Two years later, at the Eckington Petty : .
Sessionsonl1l2Mar ch 1883, i Ch a er g%"th WOl_JId remain as the Ridgeway
Watmough, a youth, who lives with his father, constable until 1888. By 1891, Charles

a farmer, at Carter Hall Lane, Ridgeway, was Watmou_gh was married and living three and
fined 10s. and costs for having carried a gun a half miles (5.5 km) to the north east on
without having previ ous |Mpeligghause L age, Yyoodhouse. Hegwgss o
The case was reported on by the Derbyshire orking as a caretaker. If he was responsible
Times & Chesterfield Herald two days later, fo_r Sl contrc_)l Falhg e o U e
and again in the Saturday edition of 17 did not leave it unattended when loaded.

March.

o
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Gaming and gambling Contents

Pitch and Toss heads up, or all of the coins. This makes it a

On Sunday, 22 May 1881, Thomas was out gambling game.

on duty in the Norton Hammer area, two John Jow worked with his father, William,
miles (3 km) north-west of Norton. This was laying asphalt road surfaces. William and his
the weekend before the tragic shooting at the wife Susanna lived on Wolseley Road with
farm on Lightwood Lane. their daughter and seven sons, of which John

From Woodseats, he would have walked was the eldest.

down Derbyshire Lane in the direction of Samuel Singleton lived two doors away from

Sheffield, passing the Cross Scythes at Four the Jows. He and one of his brothers were

Lane Ends crossroads. Near the end of table knife 6gofferséo, us:ii
Derbyshire Lane, he would have turned left cutlery blades from heated steel. Their eldest

along Norton Lees Lane and then crossed brother was a O6savathgri er cer
Chesterfield Road. was a carter. John and Samuel were a mile

(1.6 km) south of their home street when

He came across two fifteen-year-old boys, N Eearoundihen,

who turned out to be John Jow and Samuel
Singleton from nearby Heeley. They were Thomas asked the boys for their names but
playing OPitch and Tos s 6theyrafuseédhngialls 2o hest@k them into
custody. The boys were brought to the
Hemsworth Petty Sessions on 23 May, where
they were fined two shillings and sixpence,
plus court costs. The case was reported on
the next day in the Sheffield Daily Telegraph.

Card playing on a Sunday

At the Hemsworth Petty Sessions on

Monday, 25 July, as reported on the next day

in the Sheffield Independent, ATom Whit e,
table knife hafter, Landsdowne Road,

Sheffield, was brought up in custody charged

with gaming with cards, on Sunday
afternoon. o

Thomas had been back in Norton Hammer on

24 July when he discovered Tom White and

Children playing Pitch and Toss in an two other young men,whofir an away, but
Edinburgh street in 1909. PC Clifford arrested gave chase and apprehendec
two fifteen-year-old boys on Sunday, 22 May
1881, while they were playing the game in a
street in Norton Hammer. (Photographer,
Albert Octavus Knoblauch i Scottish National
Portrait Gallery, PGP R 1122)

F W Bagshawe, one of the magistrates that

day, fhad heard numer ous ¢
gambling carried on by yol
was considered fa great nt

Superintendent Cruit was also there. He said

The game invol veli nch&d owitnhgato,r uénptiitlc recentl y, nbet
coins and trying to make them land near an hundred persons used to go from Sheffield to
agreed mark. The player who lands one of Norton on Sunday afternoons for the purpose
their coins closest to the mark wins. @i e IFher . &t € eaes oMM 8 e

Depending on the version of the game being
played, the winner takes some of the other
pl ay er @ssich asdhose that landed

Tom White was fined ten shillings including
costs.
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The Cross Scythes Inn at Four Lane Ends crossroads on Derbyshire Lane. This was towards the
north end of Woodseats. It is seen here around 1910, looking towards Norton Lees Lane. In the
early 1880s, engraver Enos Brown was the publican. He lived with his wife Christiana, their six
sons and a daughter, and a servant. PC Clifford would have passed the Cross Scythes on his way
to patrol in Norton Hammer. (G Bagshaw and Sons postcard No.326, PictureSheffield.com,
$14867)

Theft of a bagatelle ball On Friday, 26 May, Joseph had accompanied

Henry Lord, also of Hermitage Street, to

Geor ge Hol |RArimga Wales Iinh 6 s

on Derbyshire Lane. They fdhad refre

~

and Aplayed bagatell eod.

A case involving sixteen-year-old Joseph

Edwin Matthews was reported on in the

Derbyshire Times & Chesterfield Herald of

Saturday, 1 July 1882. He lived on Hermitage

Street, on the south side of Sheffield, and

wor ked at Mr Brownds Bee
Street in the city centre.

Joseph had previously worked as an errand

boy for a news agent. At least until a year

before, he was living around the corner from
Hermitage Street on London Road. This was

the home of his uncle, an insurance agent,

his aunt and two young cousins. Also in the
household were his aunté
pensioner from the 82" Regiment of Foot,

and-a maid who- Was Jo0s e p o e

, Illustration of a bégatelle table in use from
On Saturday, 24 June, Thomas had arrived at Manual of Sporting Rules by Ed. James, New
B r o wheérsStore, three miles (5 km) north York 1873. (Library of Congress)

of Woodseats, and arrested Joseph.
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This was a table game derived from billiards,
and itself developed into bar billiards and the
pinball machine. The object was to get nine
ivory balls to roll past wooden pins and pegs,
and drop into holes without knocking the pegs
over.

At the Hemsworth Petty Sessions on 26
June, Joseph claimed that Lord had told him
to take one of the bagatelle balls, suggesting
that it was worth seven shillings and
sixpence.

Shortly after they left, someone noticed that
the ball was missing. But by the time Thomas
caught up with Joseph a month later, he had
long since sold the ball.

According to the Sheffield Daily Telegraph of
Wednesday, 9 August, Joseph had gone into
the Cricketers Arms on Bramall Lane in
Sheffield and spoke to a waiter, Arthur Smith.
Claiming to have found the ball a mile (1.6
km) away on Brunswick Street, he asked
Smith if they had lost a bagatelle ball. They
had not, but Smith paid a shilling for it.

It seems that F W Bagshawe and the other
magistrates considered the guilt of Henry
Lord to be the greater for corrupting young
Joseph. They took pity on the lad, who was
released. Harold Armitage had often
withessedthema gi st r at es
of pat er nimthe Bagshawe iArms ai
Hemswortha

Lord was known to be in Sheffield Infirmary
with a broken leg at the time, and a warrant
was issued for his arrest. Thomas

apprehended him when he left hospital. Lord
protested his innocence at the Eckington
Petty Sessions on Tuesday, 8 August, but he
was remanded in custody for theft.

The Cricketers Arms, 106 Bramall Lane,
Sheffield, seen here probably before 1914.
The nearby sportsground had opened in 1855
for the Sheffield United Cricket Club. The
ground also hosted football matches. At some
time in late May or June 1882, sixteen-year-
old Joseph Matthews sold a stolen bagatelle
ball to Arthur Smith who was a waiter at the
Cricketers Arms. PC Clifford arrested
Matthews, but the magistrates at the

a d mi niysdsfokth PR Sesfohstreleased him. He

had been put up to it by Henry Lord, who was
later arrested. The cricket ground became the
home of Sheffield United Football Club from
its founding in 1889. (Photofinishers Ltd,
PictureSheffield.co.uk, s06905)
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Assaulted amid a mob Contents
Street fight had his two sons and two daughters.

At around 10.15 pm on Sunday, 7 August According to a withess named Fox, who

1881 Thomas was on duty in Greenbhill. spoke at the Hemsworth Petty Sessions on
According to the Sheffield Daily Telegraph of 15 August, they were surrounded by a crowd

Tuesday, 16 August, He so#fifty td-sixty pkepte.i Sevieral 6f Grenm haxd

Al l en of Dronfield i n t hcememp fibrd Drenfietfwhi¢havasghree a t
di sturbanceo. Al Il en was niildslkd)isouth of &reemhilh er man
whom he was backing to fight in the middle of

I, o o e e Thomas had pushed his way into the middle

of the crowd and asked Allen to go away. He

Allen may have been the 39-year-old reaping refused, usinglanguage t hat was #fv
hook grinder who was recorded in the April so Thomas fitook hold of hi
1881 census as living on Carfield Street in custody. o0 Aléthetwonn st ruck hi
Heeley. He had been born in Dronfield, as strug.glingo

=
S

Main Road, Greenhill, around 1905. PC Clifford intervened in a street fight amid a noisy crowd in
Greenhill on Sunday, 7 August 1881. He was attacked by one of the men who was goading one of
the combatants. The White Swan is just out of sight on the left at the end of the street. The White
Hart is just behind the photographer. (With thanks to Tim Hale, Sheffield Postcard Co, spc671)
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A man named Beauclerk assaulted PC Kestin

on Tuesday, 8 May 1883, at Croxton Park
race course, Croxton Kerrial. This is on the
Leicestershire side of the border with
Lincolnshire between Melton Mowbray and
Grant ham. Thi s
on the front page of the lllustrated Police
News for Saturday, 12 May 1883. PC Kestin
had forbidden Beauclerk from crossing the
track during a race. On 7 August 1881, PC
Clifford was assaulted in Greenhill by
Frederick Allen in the middle of an
unsympathetic crowd, after he tried to stop a
street fight that Allen was encouraging.
(Newspapers Collection, The British Library)

artistos

Failing to assist a police officer

Thomas called out for help to a man whom he

knew, named Benjamin Holmes. He failed to
respond, and denied in court that Thomas
had called to him personally.

Holmes lived on High Street in Dronfield. He
may have been the 26-year-o | d
who, at the time of the census in the April,
had been lodging in the Dronfield home of a
spindle grinder.

Holmes called on several withesses who had
been standing with him. They confirmed his
denial. The magistr at es fAdi
against Holmeson t he ground
accepting that he may not have heard
Thomas over the noise of the crowd.

Worse for liquor
Thomas had charged Frederick Allen with

being drunk and disorderly, and for assaulting

him. Allen called three witnesses to prove
that he was not drunk, but they admitted that
he was fiworse for
pounds for the assault, plus costs of eighteen
shillings and sixpence, and a further twelve
shillings for being drunk.

Thomas Atkin, a blacksmith from Dronfield,
a ith. being dr
\é\{iso%rﬂgﬁycgﬁr?g?nﬁd@nt. I%ergigr%;(? ?r?ee d
offence but was fined one pound plus costs,
unless he preferred 14 days in prison. Atkin
isaid he would
andwas accordingly

6fl yer

S @O MNEI
remoyv
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Traction engine blocks High Street

Unlawful obstruction

Two cases heard at the Dronfield Petty
Sessions on 17 October 1881 involved steam
road engines used for haulage. These were
popularly known as traction engines due to
their similarity to those used on farms.

The Sheffield Daily Telegraph reported the
next day from Dronfield Town Hall on High
Street, where Petty Sessions were held in
rotation with Hemsworth and Eckington.

The engines were owned by a local coal mine
owner, 66-year-old John Sheard. Since 1874,
he had owned Gomersal Colliery, half a mile
(800m) south-east of High Street and a

st oneds tthepalios stdtionoHa was

well known for flouting mining regulations.

The same newspaper had reported on 5
August 1880
BNe PUEeEterUSEa5 At e
fine new traction engine and trucks, for the
purpose of taking coal from Dronfield to
Baslow, and other villages over the moors.
Two trucks will be attached to the engine, and
the weight of coal carried will be upwards of

t we |l v e The first case @n 17 October
1881 dealt with engine tenter George
Dawson. He had been driving one of
Sheardds engines
brought it to a standstill and blocked High
Street.

3 October 1881, PC Clifford discovered an engine of this type on High Street in Dronfield,

Aunl awfully obstruct.

the free p amesasegwasoheoof

two heard at the Dronfield Petty Sessions on 17 October involving engines owned by local mine
owner John Sheard. (Image from The Story of the Steam Plough Works by Michael R Lane,
Northgate Publishing, 1980; with thanks to Derek Rayner, CEng MIMechE, Technical Advisor to
Old Glory magazine and President of the Leeds and District Traction Engine Club)

Contents

t hat asedhear d
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A tenter originally oversaw large-scale textile inches (3.81 m) wide. Even after Thomas
production. Our word Ot eamivedonfthe sceng theengirewasi ng of

a sheet on a frame has the same root. stationary for a further twelve minutes while

Machinery was increasingly introduced to taking on water. He measured the remaining

textile production during the Industrial gapand Afound there was not
Revolution. When static steam engines Wihge ey J0RaT. 150 WHilro SSpalfees. O

started driving mill machinery, those who

mi nded them were known 0 ine tenterso.

The term was then transferred to the as?artlgoep'ar%/

operators of mobile steam engines. While PC Clifford was no doubt encouraging
: Dawson to move_the engine a qu'cﬁly as

PRSI gl oF R RN o SR GT T TR Er L g e il e@lWafwé'oL adl to

(r)l_bsr:ructln? Ehe f:fel dpissaﬁe O.f g certal[n_ stand and wait with his wife and their pony for
. '9 t\_/vay g rortl Iet ' dytﬁ owmgfa celr au seven minutes. Mawson was called as a
raction engine to stand thereon for a long witness. They had eventual

and unreasonabl e ti me OngroecattObdeirf f3iOC'uI 50 TRt st W ot
The engine needed water, but the point in the restarted the engine. The |
street where Dawson brought it to a halt, frightened that he (Mawson) and his wife
adjacent to a stream, was only twelve feet six were subject to great danc

High Street, Dronfield, around 1905. The memorial structure of 1854 commemorates the repeal

of the Corn Laws in 1846 by Sir Robert Peel, who also founded the London Metropolitan Police

in 1829. While PC Clifford was trying to get a traction engine moved along a narrow part of High

Street on 3 October 1881, a butcher and his wife were waiting to get by with their pony. When

they eventually passed fwi ttédupfrightaningtdeipbnyand ul t y o, t
endangering its owners. The case was heard by the magistrates at their usual Dronfield venue,

the Town Hall, which is just out of view down the hill on the right. (With thanks to Tim Hale,

Sheffield Postcard Co, spc108)

John Clifford 45 Schools version: 9 December 2020


https://sheffieldpostcard.co.uk/catalogue/all_spc00108_High_Street_Dronfield_Monument

The career of PC Thomas Clifford, 1880-1885

To defend Dawson against T h o m aharge,
John Sheard hired a Mr Clegg. He was
probably a member of W J Clegg & Sons,
solicitors, whose office was on Figtree Lane
in central Sheffield. Mr Clegg obtained
confirmation from Mr Mawson that he was
complaining about the frightening of the pony
rather than the blocking of the street.

Clegg argued that Dawson took on water for
the engine at his earliest opportunity and did
not wilfully obstruct the highway. But the
magistrates considered Dawson to be
negligent, presumably for not taking on water
sooner and in a more convenient place. He
was ordered to pay costs.

Operating without a license

Mr Clegg provided the defence once more in

the second case to be heard on 17 October
invol ving Johnes. Bieyenvare d 6 s
grandly named Victoria and Blucher. The

Road Locomotive Society (RLS) lists engine
no.3654, built by Fowler of Leeds, as being

named Blucher and owned by Sheard in

1880.

The engine was named after the Prussian
field marshal who had assisted Wellington in
defeating Napoleon at Waterloo in 1815. The
RLS also lists Fowler no.3830, named
Wellington, as being owned by Sheard from
May 1881. Patriotic northerners and
midlanders were clearly still celebrating the
defeat of Napoleon sixty-five years on.

The charge, brought by Sgt Baker and
Inspector Spencer, was t hat
had been operating Victoria in Dronfield High
Street on Sunday, 9 October, without being
able to produce a license.

Sheard had been charged with this offence
before. Licenses were granted under the
Highway and Locomotives Act of 1878. He
had been fined on 23 August 1880, a few
weeks after he bought the engine, because a
license for operation within Derbyshire had
not yet been granted. He was fined again for
the same reason just three days later, and
again on 13 and 22 September. These would
be the first in a long series of offences

i nvol ving Shear dos

On 9 October 1881, Sheard had a license for

trac t,\,eown Yeenagrlanse SDa y

Blucher. Clegg argued that this was adequate
to cover Victoria because Blucher was
Afunwel | , and was bei
Chesterfield, and the other was working in its
pl ace. 0

ng @ [

The magistrates accepted the mitigation and

the case was dismissed. Clegg suggested

that there hadttdomleMr fan at
Sheard a mar tsgdlabghternhi ¢ h c e
the court room.

Lessons not learned

Local newspapers would often cover these
cite, selis-oulliitdiielr st et s
nui s a8hearddgot into trouble for the
damage his engines caused to the highway.
When he was charged at the Bakewell Petty
Sessions after the discovery, on 16
December 1881, of one-inch (2.5 cm) spikes
having been fitted to the main wheels, he had
already been fined eight times for similar
offences.

e, nTr

Sheard was fined at the Bakewell Petty
Sessions several times in 1882 for blocking
the highway. George Dawson and William
Ransley were named as the drivers. Dawson
was also fined twice that year for driving at
above the regulation four miles per hour

(6 km/h).

Dawson, Ransley, Thomas Beech and John
Sheard jnr were all fined for driving over
unsuitable bridges in 1882. Dawson and
Ransley claimed that John Sheard snr had
told them to cross the bridges, and that he

S h e ar dwosld progeat them from any charges.

Gosforth Colliery closed in 1882 but Sheard

acquired and re-opened it. It was located in

Dronfield Woodhouse, a mile (1.6 km) to the

west of Dronfield in the Gosforth Valley.

According to Roger Redfern in South Pennine

Country, this Aproved a succe
the part of this Hwasnfi el c
displeased when some of his miners were
discovered taking a short cut on the south
side of the valley. flFor @amage suffered to
the surfaceof mylandd é Shear d i s
have subtracted a portion of their wages each
week.0

repu

1883 was
the year for John Sheard. He was summoned

nc
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for one of his engines almost blocking a road
afterf i ve o006 c | o dhetimevinhiti c h
under a local bye-law. The Dronfield
magistrates accepted that there was enough
passing room but fined Sheard for not leaving
a lamp for safety on the truck being towed.

The time limit was soon extended to eight
ob6bcl ock, but sdomfelhfoulSoh e
that too. They would also be fined for not
carrying lamps after dark.

George Dawson was caught twice on
prohibited bridges in 1883, driving Wellington
on both occasions. He had tried to stay off
one of the bridges by taking the engine
across another bridge without the trucks, and
then bringing it to the other side of the first
bridge and dragging the trucks across using
chains. Superintendent Cruit took Dawson all
the way to the High Court of Justice in
London. At a hearing before the Lord Chief
Justice on 26 February 1884, Dawson was
fined for breaking the spirit of the bye-law by
using chains across bridges.

MULAREN'S

| STEAM ROAD ROLLERS
| STEAM
| PLOUGHING ENBINES

PORTANLE ENUINES

M°LAREN'S TRACTION E ENGINES

EFFICIENCY,
ECONOMY,
SIMPLICITY.

MC LAR.EMN. l;ll('lla‘n;ll. anlm‘ Works,

J. & H. LEEDS.|

Advertisement for McLaren traction engines
iNRobinsonds Business
of Leeds, 1891. From December 1881,
Dronfield mine owner John Sheard owned an
8 hp McLaren, no.136 named Ranger. (With
thanks to Derek Rayner, CEng MIMechE,
Technical Advisor to Old Glory magazine and
President of the Leeds and District Traction

Engine Club)

There were also complaints about the amount
of smoke produced by
much to his frustration. He fought such a
case in 1884 and accused two Dronfield
constables of perjury for lying about the
amount and colour of the smoke. Engine
manufacturer John McLaren came down from
Leeds to provide evidence on good firing

practises which limited the amount of smoke
wds om engineso6 chi

John Sheard jnr was caught again in 1887,
crossing an unsuitable bridge in Hathersage.
Also that year, one of the trucks broke loose
in Dronfield, rolled back down Church Street
and crashed into a house causing great
dan'laaer. Concerns returned in the late 1880s
when local authorities demanded payment
from Sheard for damage to several roads. His
engines were banned from entering Bakewell.

ar d

He was prosecuted in 1890 by HM Inspector
of Mines for allowing bore holes at Gosforth
Colliery to fill dangerously with water. He had
failed to drill more bore holes in the
necessary places, creating a serious risk of
drowning for the miners. The mine would
close in 1902, partly because of flooding.

Highway fatalities

Members of the public had even greater
reason to fear traction engines. The police
were intolerant of anything that disturbed the
local community. This may explain why PC
Clifford and his colleagues were disinclined to
use their discretion.

On 1 December 1880, eleven-year-old
George Adams had died in Dronfield after
falling off one of the trucks being pulled by
Blucher had run over him. Local boys enjoyed
jumping onto the trucks while they were
moving, which the drivers had been unable to
prevent Ther e had been
mi sseso.

Di rTeactionemgines orf publichrcads @ére y
supposed to be preceded by a man on foot
carrying a flag, Sheard and his drivers would
be fined several times for failing to ensure the
presence of a flagman. With sad irony, his
own son, Michael, aged thirty-seven, would
die from injuries sustained while acting as a
flagman, after one of the engines struck him
on 10 March 1882.

nth t " Mize h are”l
=i eGaeorge ?)awson wa% puqlng cdal-laden trucks
with Wellington on 10 April 1882 at Froggatt
Edge, up in the moors of the Derbyshire Peak
District. He was involved in a collision when
he turned the engine across the road just as
a horse-drawn carriage was trying to pass.

John Clifford
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Steam from the engine frightened one of the William Ransley was killed when the McLaren
horses, which tried to climb a bank. The engine he was driving, named Nelson,
carriage overturned and its occupants were exploded in the Midland Railway goods yard
thrown out. Ben Littlewood, aged twenty-one, at Chesterfield station on 4 June 1884. The
and eighteen-year-old Mary Smith were McLaren was owned by his later employers,
killed. Bamford & Nuttall, who were coal merchants

from Bradwell in the Hope Valley. They were
represented at the inquest by Mr J C Clegg,
who had also represented Sheard at
Dronfield on 17 October 1881.

The incident was the subject of public
meetings and letters to the newspapers.
Outrage was revived when a similar but non-
fatal accident happened near the same spot

on 23 July 1883. A wagonette overturned John Sheard died at the age of 76, with some
when, once again, st eam irbny after bBirguhsowmfron his pony-drawn
Wellington frightened the horses. trap when the animal stumbled. Despite his

reputation and that of his traction engines, the

Sheffield Independent for 27 May 1891 stated

thEa O NS ke a C i = be a
community. The poor especially have lost a

good friend, as no worthy appeal for

agsStsai™s e’ NECHEr Jat OF a1k WeclsE Jae. ‘el

In recent years, Sheard® Drive, Sheard®
Way and Sheard& Close have been named
in recognition of his contribution to the town.

John Sheardbés Gomer sal Colliery at Dronfield
il U e . IVG'8 Oisl BS hteda. rsd™0 s VighICRIN a’rZe .n™ *t r “aycit 9L ¥e-n

engine, possibly the one named Ranger, and

its coal trucks can be clearly seen. (With

thanks to Maria Smith 1 Dronfield Heritage

Trust, DHT-000703)
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Cutlers

Sheffielddos pri de

Cutlery was a general term for steel blades of
any type and size, not just the tableware that
we are familiar with. Cutlers made anything
with a blade or cutting edge, such as saws,
scythes, sickles and surgical instruments.
Norton and Backmoor were known for the
making of scythes and sickles.

They also made implements that combined
blades with hinged or sprung mechanisms,
such as razors, shears, scissors and pen

knives. Production of parts was divided into

Contents

specialisations, including decorative features
and handles made from both humble and
exotic materials.

Related trades included production of tools
used in cutlery manufacturing processes,
such as files made from forged high-carbon
steel, grind stones and wrought iron
hammers. Greenhill was known for saw file

r

making. Palmer stated that
cutl eréis the bewnsrild andor k mar
his heart is as sound as

8 6hor

A table blade gri wthgngndeubk| i woirkghop, their
grindstones. Among P C C| i feighbous & $Voodseats were grinders of edge tools, files and
pocket blades. On 12 November 1882, he arrested grinder John Grason and others for drinking at
the houseofd i censed vi ct watdide & licénsed lobra (THelllluseated London
News of 10 March 1866, courtesy of Hathi Trust Digital Library and University of Michigan)
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Workshop of a forger, assisted by a blade striker. According to the 1881 census, a file forger was
living at Mundella Place, opposite the school which was probably attended by PC Clifford® son
Charles. As mentioned above, PC Clifford arrested table blade forger Francis Sterrup and others
on 12 November 1882 for drinking outside of licensed hours. On 8 June 1883, PC Clifford arrested
table blade striker Samuel Howson and others for the same reason at the Prince of Wales on
Derbyshire Lane. (A Morrow, for The English Illustrated Magazine, August 1884 i original article,
agudts .o ™eish  cgotlgliee clt i®ahnh)

A

Thomasd neighbours employed in these trades lived all across
According to the 1881 census, many of Norton Parish and beyond. Thomas would

Thomaso6 near neighbours hgv toBr%e§t%ogmesolt|tperménthecourseof

Lane, Harvey Clough Road and Mount View o lliEs:

Road were employed in these trades. They

included a scythe striker, five spring knife Forging and grinding
cutlers, two pearl & ivory carvers, a file
hardener, an edge tool grinder, a file grinder,
twelve file cutters, a scythe maker, a table
knife buffer, an engraver and a silversmith.

Blades and files were made using similar

processes, which were relatively unchanged

for centuries. A steel bar was heated and

h¥esiimesrite delond oLie, agie - d¥Yor yilto. *4a

Mundella Place, near the school, was home shape. In the case of a file, one end was

to a scythe grinder, four file cutters, a file N ingo we ca™ i IR OSSP igle e S OLEEE
forger, a file smith, a pocket blade grinder wrought iron strip was welded to the end of

and a silversmith. Many more people the blade to form botht he O0shoul der 6 ¢

John Clifford 50 Schools version: 9 December 2020



The career of PC Thomas Clifford, 1880-1885

O"D% @ TSNS LA o Fre ™ = alii™d™ o TRINE
fastened with the tang as its core.

Forgers were assisted by strikers, who used
hammers to straighten the blades. The metal

tang.

far reapindnaachihds everendevelbpdd. Ndaay
scythe makers were employed by W Tyzack,
Sons and Turner. The company was based at
its Little London Works at the north-west

Tho aso beat .
was heated and cool ed or
6anhed?o, in order to achlA:a?ﬂ?/edg{7 ogksn(?%\%eauctée&Abbey,
where Abbey Lane from 00dSests meets

combination of hardness and flexibility.

A grinder removed any excess material and
made the surface smooth and flat. Grinders
used large circular grindstones of up to six

feet (1.83 m) in diameter and eight inches (20
cm) wide. A new grindstone, made

traditionally from sandstone, was6r ac e d 6
6hackedd by holding a
make it perfectly round and smooth.

The grinder sat on a wooden seat or ‘horsing’,
which enabled him to lean over the
grindstone and bear down with his weight.
Razor grinders lay on their stomachs, with a
dog on their backs to keep them warm!

The grindstone rotated at high speed,

(0]

st

me t

mounted above a cast
containing water to keep the grindstone wet.
Grindstones became clogged with metal

particles and dirt, and grinders would have to
clyera” nao g WO o deaastshae mySupy. T

Further refinement of metal surfaces was
achieved using other tools and machines
adjacent to the grindstone and trough. A
glazer was a wooden wheel covered in
emery-coated leather. A lap was a wooden
tool faced with lead and used for smoothing
the non-cutting surfaces and edges of
penknives, razors and scissors. A polisher
was a small wheel covered in leather.
Grindstones and other tools were driven by
long belts attached to water wheels or steam
engines.

Grinders rented their troughs and associated
machinery. These were housed in grinding
mills, known across the Sheffield area as

0 Wiheere s 08 T.h el o5 ‘giiks
knownas 6hul |l sé6. Some

additional troughs to employ apprentices.

By the early 1800s, scythe makers in Britain
were highly concentrated in the Sheffield
area. Scythe workshops expanded as blades

WACHIE

g r i nAnendiess yagely ofdile $h@p65tand grades
di fferent

Abbeydale Road on the edge of Ecclesall
Wood. From these sites on the River Sheaf,
Tyzack supplied the British Empire.

Awarded to
J.-R. BPENCER & .BON,
SHEFFIELD.

1.R. SPENCER & SM

| ALBION STEEL \WORKS,
SHEFFIELD,

Manufacturers of

FILES & STEEL,

TABLE KNIVES, RAZORS,
SITOVELS,

&e., &e.,

OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.
—_—— - -

A g wih e ORIGTRAL E-N SPENCER
'ORPORATE MARK, Granted w

o v SHEFFIELD
AdvertisementinWh i t e 6s Di
Sheffield, 1879. (University of Leicester,
Special Collections)

rectory

File cutting

housed i 00 ms

was produced for
was taken by a file cutter, who placed it in a
lead-lined stone stock or frame to keep it still,
while hammering a small chisel to cut a
multitude of grooves in the surface.
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A file cutting workshop, showing how criss-crossed grooves were cut into file blanks using a
hammer and chisel. Several of P C C1I i tefghbous dvere file cutters. On 12 November 1882,
he arrested file cutter William Memmott (with table knife cutler Benjamin Hall) for drinking at the
Masons Arms on Chesterfield Road outside of licensed hours. On 8 June 1883, he arrested file
cutters Henry Howard and William Hartley for the same reason at the Prince of Wales on
Derbyshire Lane. (The lllustrated London News of 10 March 1866, courtesy of Hathi Trust Digital

Library and University of Michigan)

In the mid-nineteenth century, male file
cutters earned relatively well i up to 35
shillings over a working week of as many as
70 hours. By 1891, they would not expect to
earn more than 22 shillings. Inevitably,
female file cutters earned less but, towards
the end of the century, there were many more
of them. They could work at home with lighter
tools, between domestic tasks and while
keeping an eye on their children. One of the
file cutters who lived near Thomas on
Derbyshire Lane was 42-year-old widow
Elizabeth Smith.

Hafters

Cutlers who assembled and adjusted the

finished products, including fitting handles or
6haftso, wer e
industry, when distinguishing the various
trades from each

often used more specifically for hafters.

They used oil, wire, glue, and tools including
drills, hammers, files, vices, glazes and buffs.
Handles were made from wood, ivory and
mother of pearl, of which flat pieces or
'scales’ were riveted to the 'tang' at the end of
the blade. The processes were skilled and
labour-intensive, and were further subdivided
between hafters to ensure quality and speed.

known as

ot her
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A Sheffield cutlery hafter finishing knife
handles. In Norton Hammer on 24 July 1881,
PC Clifford arrested Tom White, a table knife
higaf ctwe'r at (o8 aih.g o’ g
afternoono. @M« i 2
arrested table knife cutler Benjamin Hall (with
file cutter William Memmott) for drinking at
the Masons Arms outside of licensed hours.
As mentioned above, he then arrested cutler
William Biggin and others for the same
reason. (A Morrow, for The English lllustrated
Magazine, August 1884 i
VictorianPictureLibrary.com, ST59)

Cut | er sandtgade uhidns

From the early seventeenth century until the
early nineteenth, the trades were governed
by a guild known as the Company of Cutlers
in Hallamshire. This was named after the
ancient area of southern Yorkshire into which
much of the city of Sheffield grew. The guild
represented the interests of its tradesmen,
and ensured and promoted the quality of their
products. By the mid-eighteenth century,
Hallamshire overtook London as the centre
for premier cutlery manufacture.

Apprentices served up to seven years. A

o Yean® er'd
This meant that he could take on apprentices
and register his own identifying mark. Most
craftsmen did not register and were obliged to
work for freemen.

Trade unions for knife, saw and file grinders
allied themselves together and became
increasingly influential. They paid their
members when they were out of work, and
provided money for the families of those who
died. In 1866, their members included 3,500
adult male forgers and cutters and 250 file
grinders, plus 300 women and 1,000 boys.

Relations between employed craftsmen and
freemen were difficult at times, particularly
when trade unions demanded better pay and
resisted the employment of non-union men.

Rattening

Those who refused to join a union or pay their
subscriptions were intimidated. This was
known as 06 heatodlsevaré n g 6 .
sometimes confiscated until they capitulated,
[MeFmibicunsSEIRO- T 1 NTeRi S a e e e
the most aggressive.

In 1860, a factory was blown up after

wi t hintredacingl saw-griding nfachinehya The
N o v e mbwives oflit8 direttors received threatening

letters. In 1861, a woman died when a house
in which she was lodging was damaged by a
gunpowder explosion. The house was that of
George Wastnidge, who had left his union.
They had been out on strike for two years,
and Wastnidge had found work which was
beyond their influence.

VLSSl SReN [ OF S R T SNy
picketed and broken into, and his equipment
was damaged. This was because he paid file

grinders | ess than t he
The perpetrators were suspected as being
me mbre r's.  oif v el e of 1P e gr

gun powder was again set off in the cellar of
another saw grinder, Thomas Fearnehough.

The power of the unions was broken after a
sixteen-week strike in 1866. An investigating
Commission into Trade Unions was
established in 1867. Using advertisements in
newspapers and on posters, the Commission
announced its interest in collecting
information about union practices and hearing
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disputes, of which many were brought. A sub-

commi ttee | ooked into
outrageso6, which had
condemnation.

The unions tried to create a more positive

IR ANCRES concentrating on
but rattening continued for many years.
GoLD MEDAL, PARIS UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1B78.
BILVER MEDAL, PARIS, 1855 GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878
GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1867, I GOLD MEDAL, CAPE TOWN, 1877,
e
BURYS & ©O., LiviTep
= oy 3y
REGENT WORKS, PHILADELPHIA ROLLING MILLS & FORBES, & 40, EYRE 8T.,
SEIEE"E"TEII.ID,
MANUFACTURERS OF
STEEL, FILES, EDGE TOOLS, SAWS, &C.
CORPORATE and " TRADE MARKS.
O BURYS & CO. | Sole Manufacturers G
:'/ B WM. ASH & CO. of the
) PATENT ELASTIC ‘
A REGENT. SHEEP SHEARS, M
' LION. MARERD 2
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Pussuuxs Sexs, in Bars and Sheets—rolled, tilled anid forged in special snd suitable tempers for sll purposes;
Fizs and Hasrs of all kinds; Leowr snd Heavy Enox Toows snd Casvive Toovs, for Carpenters,
Coopers, Millwrights, Jainers, Seulptors, &o.; Macwise Kwives, for Paper and Tobaceo Manufactars;
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Baws, Awve s, Vices; P Picxs for Toad and Tailway work, for Btone getting and for Coal Mining,
wpwards of balf & million being in mae, giving universal satisfuction.
BURYS & CO. mre the SOLE MAEKERS of
man cussure. PATENT PICKS, vown &msowssrizesm,
HALF-A-MILLION HAVE BEEN 501._D_. N
Tha attention of MINERS laspecially 0 E05, & STONE PICKS,
called to thess Picks The Bhafts and 210 -
Blades are interchanpeslio, and one shaflt f
only is required for sny number of tools, ._‘
The Ehafis wro the finest American i |
Hickory, and the Blades sre SOLID |
CAST BTEEL, warranted to do five limea
the werk of an ires pick Leftre requiring
rosharpening,
Frice Lists on application.
== PARIS ADDRESS—
RUE CHARLOT 62 (AU MARATS). !
1 LONDON ADDRESS— j
17, FEXCHURCH ETREET, E.C.
AdvertisementinWhi t eds Director

Sheffield, 1879. (University of Leicester,
Special Collections)

Mechanisation

In addition to water- and steam-powered
grindstones, mechanised forging hammers
were introduced as the size of factory
workshops grew from the early nineteenth
century onwards. When file grinding
machines were developed, they could grind
several file blanks at a time. File cutting
machines were increasingly common from
the 1880s. However, early examples
produced files that still needed finishing by
hand.

The unions objected to the inevitable

reduction in the need

t hlabou Buhas mdchined irdproved, hand
r e cpeodugtiendcoud adt doropeta. [The man who

had blown up the saw-grinding machines was
using them himself only a few years later.

Meioy rcrifismes, dncludingtthese arsunds |,
Nort on, wer e
their own small home workshops. They
supplied blades to grinders and hafters in
their own and neighbouring parishes. Hand
crafting continued well into the twentieth
century, but eventually disappeared from
mass production. This was partly due to
Sheffield firms contracting as production
became cheaper elsewhere around the world.

Public health

In 1864, the new Dale Dyke Dam burst. 650
million gallons (three million cubic meters) of
water rushed down the Loxley Valley, through
Hillsborough and into Sheffield. Around 250
people were Killed. Thousands of homes and
businesses were flooded. Many grinding mills
and workshops were destroyed. PC Thomas
Clifford would have met people who
remembered the disaster well.

Dr John Charles Hall, senior physician at
Sheffield Public Hospital, spent time over a
number of years among cutlers like those
who Thomas would meet. In 1865, Dr Hall
produced a report on diseases caused by
pollution and poisoning in Sheffield industries,
recommending a number of reforms in
practice. The report was entitled, The Trades
of sh@ffield as Influencing Life and Health,
more particularly File-cutters and Grinders.
On 5 October of that year, he presented his
report in Sheffield to the National Association
for the Promotion of Social Science. In early
1866, The lllustrated London News published
a series of articles drawing attention to Dr
Fvel [gliipo. sS™SSirignidimsmtgasy: Wi
working environments.

t h

By-laws had been passed in 1864 prohibiting
construction in the city of back-to-back, high-
density housing. These tended to be of poor
quality and did not provide good ventilation or
sanitation, creating slums.

In his introduction, Dr Hall lamented fthe
sanitary condition of the inhabitantsé
éproducing widowhood
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arising from preventable diseasesé o0 n
opening their windows with the forlorn hope
GRS DRURE. - %™ 1 ICRASER N *EeRE
instead a mixture of gases from dunghills,
ashpits and night-s o i | 0 .

Shattering grindstones

Dr Hall explained how cutlers were in
constant danger in their daily occupations.
Injuries were common and sometimes
deadly. Spinning grindstones could shatter,
flinging fragments in all directions, and the
fast-moving belts were not protected by guard
rails.

On Friday, 21 April 1876, a resident of
Derbyshire Lane was involved in a serious
accident, reported on the next day in the
Sheffield Independent.

Alfred Crofts was twenty-one years old. He
walked three miles (5 km) to work at the Soho
Owheel &6 on Bridge
long rows of dullséfaced each other with a
large yard between them. Crofts sat on his
horsing and began grinding files.

At 9.30 am, the other workmen heard a loud
noise and came running. The grindstone
Crofts had been leaning over weighed nearly
a ton (900 kg). It had broken into four pieces.
One piece destroyed
weighing five hundred weight (250 kg), had
gone through the roof and landed in the yard.
A third had punched a hole through a wall.
The fourth piece had taken Crofts with it
across the room.

His colleagues found him on his hands and
knees and covered in dirt. He had a serious
injury to his head and an injured leg. A cab
was called and took him to the Infirmary.

Grinderso6 di sease

Grinders inhaled a lot of dust and metal
fragments, especially when not using water in
the troughs. Fork grinders always used dry
grindstones. They often developed lung
diseases such as silicosis, collectively known
as@r i nder 608Boypdstiduigas s
seven worked as polishers and breathed in
the same dust.

Extraction fans were effective at removing

Street

Croftso

particles from the air inside the hulls, but not
all factory owners installed them.Dr Ha |

smal |lv ehradbiictta tw aosn sdéagnenti n g :

disgrace to the civilization of the nineteenth
century. . . a great evil . o

Many grinders did not live beyond thirty years
of age. Penknife grinders were more than
twice as likely to die in their twenties and
thirties than the national population. The
average age of fork grinders was twenty-eight
years. Grinders of scissors, edge tools, wool
shears and table knives averaged thirty-two
to thirty-five. Those who lasted longer were
debilitated by shortness of breath.

| SIS, ¥

Grinders at the Trinity Works of George
Butler & Co Ltd, cutlery and electro-plate
manufacturers on Eyre Street. (Sheffield and
Rotherham up-to-date: A fin-de-Siecle review,
1897 1 PictureSheffield.com, y07144)

horsing. Another

Dr Hall concludedthat fit hes e
men are exposed to influences which rob
them of 25 years of existence i to that extent
deprive their wives and families of the benefit
Ol T T Me i ™ ST L0 Wi e AT
houses with widows and fatherless children.
There is no more melancholy object than a
fork grinder, looking prematurely old and

(o IS i ol (P BT o) W O =) e 6 PO g ]
see him often crawlin

The eyes of grinders who refused to wear
protective spectacles were damaged and
even blinded by flying grit and hot metal
particles. Their posture also caused joint
problems.

Dr Hall also lamented the attitudes of many
grinders. They refused to mask their noses
and mouths despite being well aware of the
risks. Theys pent their days
drunkenness andintemp er ance. 0
believed that #fdAa dr un
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Dr
So

the | ongest o, whi ch
very great mistake. 0
the men lived longer [the trade] would be so

full there would be no gettingalivingat it . 0

He went further:ii f bent on
yourselves thus recklessly, have the honesty
to prevent others, the poor little boys, many of
them your own sons, from entering the trade
without a warning i write therefore, over the
doorway leading to your infernal hulls @&ll
hope abandon ye who enter here6o

Working conditions in grinding wheels were a
little healthier in rural locations outside of the
city. (A Morrow, for The English lllustrated
Magazine, August 1884 i original article,

a ut h olieéisn)

Saw and scythe blade grinding were
comparatively healthy occupations,
conducted in water-powered mills on streams
in the rural valleys around Sheffield. The men
were able to stand to work rather than being
hunched, and they worked fewer hours. The
S atw S Gl =ilitle 1 1s . OF IS0 o™i
employment of boys under fourteen.

di d

R ™ fye di

File cutters suffered poisoning from the lead

in the frames which held the file blanks still.

Dire Hall | = .d% s cerilif b'efd  t h'e i r
wetting the finger and thumb with which the

chisel is held, by licking them T they

frequently eat their meals without washing
their hands¢e€changetheirdo no
clothes whentheyget homen.

cuttersbo sease

He stated that lead acted on the nerves,

i ncluding fithe intestin
and on those of the arms, producing

par al ysi s. 0o Orclhdedid asy mpt

H.i&ke grindetd, thenpostuie of dile catters élso
ncauseel piptproblemd. t t hat , A f

Social reputation

dest rH(QnPS/ i%ﬂk%r used the hard lives and early

deaths of the cutlers to explain the fact that

IRREE Ve silonek | e VRENGL S| SrESii*a, s S NOR gl
oneéThe grinders as a body
reputationfori mpr ovi dence and del
D) ofm & A condemned fiparent s
to regard their children as machines to add to

their weekly incomeélt is

such circumstances, to give these children

that general education which they
requireéand lHia@lstgiucti onét |
come into the worl dinwithot
the homes where but too often their parents
have left it without a hopeé r o c k e d
cradle into a maturity of vice, and their
education compl eted
breath is an offensive expressiono .

by t he

by é mer

Parkerwent on: At her e
i nducementséto relieve
I 'a¥ Ped s ah A RS - o 17 TR e TR e Nidee
So extravagant were the excesses of the
mené that even their fellow townsmen came
to place them on a lower plane of the human
species, and to speak of a group of persons
CHO" NESHMAS TSN nkgieeo fi” Joai* 4. “e' 6

It would have been understandable if PC
Clifford was somewhat daunted when
encountering cutlers, withtheu ni o n
hRBrY of VoteRcd, Bshecially Vhén he
needed to take a group of them to task for
unlawful drinking.

B UF L NPial| “ MIERR ObS_ 2 FaiNe talUFT SR B M6
bl eak: fAs a c¢cl|l ass, howevVe
improving, and there are in Sheffield to-day
nfamy stoking examplées oftcultivated dnd
prosperous men who have emancipated
themselves from the thraldom of evil habits,
and while following the trade have followed at
the sametimethebehests of t he
voi ceod wi Nooubtthe Mogan. o
Christian and Mutual Improvement
Association hag vere/ similar aims(j ?nd
®hSav eP "nPa%Ye® 'thY% nfal'e'
omriggt have otherwise been.

me n c

menos

0 s |

ma
pic/

T @b st 0

peculiardirty-whi | e and sall ow aAbhewaleirdusitia damlet museum
and the blue line round the teetho . occupies the site of the former Tyzack
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Abbeydale Works. A waterwheel, workshops,
grinding hull, steam engine and worker's
cottage can be seen at the museum. Another
water-powered grinding workshop can be
seen at the Shepherd Wheel museum in the
south-west of the city. Its wheel is driven by
water diverted from the Porter Brook.

Grinders and buffers employed in 1914 by
John Batt & Co Ltd on Sycamore Street in
Sheffield city centre, near where the Crucible
Theatre stands today. (From Grinders and
Buffers: My Boyhood and Beginnings in the
Sheffield Cutlery Industry, by Herbert Housley
T PictureSheffield.com, s09398)
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Innkeepers and drinkers

So drunk he could hardly stand

While Sgt Baker and Inspector Spencer were

in Dronfield on 8 October 1881, challenging
VoA i ISERERa ey OEs e e e a ™ sl
engine license, Thomas was in Greenbhill

again. He was keeping an eye on George

Hall of Stannington. Hall was six miles (10

km) from his home on the north-west side of
Sheffield.

According the Sheffield Daily Telegraph

report of Tuesday, 18 October, on the

Dronfield Petty Sessions which took place the
day bef o r-oenstableFlifford, c e
No0.180, stated that on the afternoon of the

ninth he saw defendant in a drunken
condition near the Whit
was also reported in the Derbyshire Times &
Chesterfield Herald on 22 October.

Sy z 20
s 5 oV’
fﬁ";l N

Contents

Licussine Prosecvrioy —Gronas i, of Stannin
tin, wea eharged with beiog foted driok apos the
porged premises of Froderick Parrock, landlord of the
Wikite Hert, GGreenhill, Tolles-cons anls Clifasd, No
160 staled that on the sfternoon of the “th has gsw
fefvndant in (apoer hill in 3 drurken eondition pesr tha
Wiite Ewsp, snd bs was golng ia the direation of that
boven, Witeess eafil that he could not got aoything U
iivk there, apd delendant pang sl find, 1'IVEII wall I can
got it ot the top i 1 can's bare.”  Dafondant then went

Sheffield Daily Telegraph for 18 October

1 Q& n a mi-corstalfielifford, ¢ e
N'eg:»l 8 Oromals™ t hiewn o faliiine le%n
O™ St @M REN 15N g s N i WARE TS bie
licensed premiseso ten
(Newspapers Collection, The British Library)

h
n
a

& (D )

c
i
d
Hall was unable to get a drink at the White

Swan,, The landlady: Elizabe ibberd,

et eggv%%erlf%:'e gr%téh ay:y@sbeil eg. hyalu™ “n Eexf

of being worse for drinko.

D}

The White Swan pub in Greenhill at the bend on Main Road, seen here around 1905. On the
afternoon of 8 October 1881, drunken George Hall of Stannington was refused a drink here outside
of licensing hours. PC Clifford caught up with him half an hour later at the White Hart, 150 yards
(140 m) further up Main Road. (With thanks to Tim Hale, Sheffield Postcard Collection, spc670)
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consumed alcohol elsewhere not long before. Sale of intoxicating liquors during
He continued to the White Hart, where prohibited hours
l:‘ooumssggns mm ha:: aanlh?ur Iar:e;aé fia gl Thomas ang SgbBIékgrrwere doing their
before him, and was so drunk he could hardly ; : N0 LR O e = s
s ’c‘) on the afternoon of Sunday, 12 November
' 1882, when they entered the Masons Arms
The landlord was Frederick Parrock, who on Chesterfield Road. Joseph Ibbotson was
originated from St Pancras in London. His the landlord. He also ran his own horse-
wife, Anne Jane, was Danish. They had drawn omnibus service.

moved from London with their two older :
F ' . Ibbotson was summoned to the Dronfield

gm:gren in around 1875, and then had a third Petty Sessions on 27 Nover
: his house open for the sale of intoxicating

Parrockwas charged with fipelguisdur ngg prohibited hour:

drunken men and also with keeping his house Sessions were reported on in the Sheffield
open during prohibited hmdepensentdhe Reatiday amedkn the

claimed that Hall had not been drunk and, for Derbyshire Times & Chesterfield Herald for
some reason, the case against Parrock was Saturday, 2 December.

SEcliEEEl The men drinking at the Masons Arms on 12
However, Hall was still fined five shillings plus November included William Memmott and
costs Afor being dr unk iBenjamin Hall, bdthroETdmas. Streddte wa s
al so fAor d¢he eosts intthe chargey Sheffield. This was just under three miles (5

of being on the licensed premises during km) to the north.

Doagln L ol EL D Gl Memmott was a 55-year-old file cutter. He

and his wife, Mary Ann, had four daughters,
False representations aged between five and eighteen. Sarah, the
eldest, was a spoon buffer. They had recently
moved the short distance from Porter Street,
within the Moor area of the city.

Thomas became a zealous enforcer of
alcohol licensing laws. According to the
Derbyshire Times & Chesterfield Herald for

Saturday, 19 August 1882, he had been with Hall was a 50-year-old table knife cutler. He
Sgt Baker on Sunday, 23 July, when they had recently moved with his wife Mary and

saw fJohn Lilliman and Thomas Gill of son, also named Benjamin, from Bard Street
Highfield, Sheffieldé on the west side of the city centre. Benjamin

on licensed premisesatNor t on Wo o d s ejaniorswé@s twenty-one years old and was also

at prohibited hoursé wi t h dr i nk . b ef @ talele khife eutled Perhaps it was Benjamin
Lilliman and Gill had o bl Yo Nemnotwasencoyragingfojndulag y,
false representations regarding their lénls\’\'f?ma;'tﬁ Wt%en gc éll?ford and ggt
residences, they not being three miles (5 km) AR nEw

di stant therefrom. 0 Hi ghMemmoktand Mall said they had ndt been

miles (3 km) north of Woodseats. This meant asked where they came from. Ibbotson6 s wi f e,
they were classified as locals and could not Catherine, claimed that she had indeed

be served during prohibited hours. They did asked them when they came in, and that they

not qualify as bona fide travellers under the W0, dShiERE . tah € Wiesr el . I #0 M Tiyfirt;

g T U Joseph Ibbotson was fined 40 shillings plus

They were each fined five shillings plus costs BOSL S0 I bUes ase el G e e
at the Hemsworth Petty Sessions on 14 complaint against the landlordo , hi s al coh
August. licenseivas not endorsedo with

Memmott and Hall were dismissed without

charge as fAthey had been t
wrong by the negligence of the landlord in not
inquiring where they had c
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The Masons Arms on Chesterfield Road in Woodseats, seen here in the late nineteenth century.

After a visit from PC Clifford and Sgt Baker on the afternoon of Sunday, 12 November 1882,

ma nd ol di IR0 See p h " [LB'DoFtYs 'dint wa sic hfa's giie'd . wiieh “Snth ale’il n.g
' iquors dur i ng Opginall{kndvn &sehe Fréedviasors Arms, it was also commonly

known as The Big Tree for the obvious reason. The original tree was destroyed after some

el ephants from Sangerds circus were tethB89.ed to i
They bolted during a thunder storm and took several branches with them. The tree was eventually

replaced, the pub was rebuilt and was named officially as The Big Tree. Masonic symbols can still

be found in the floor. The second tree was removed in the 1980s due to Dutch Elm disease. A third

tree stands there today. (Photographer, J W Mottershaw i PictureSheffield.com, s00480)

Next stop Allen was ordered to pay costs. The other

John E Allen was another publican or men were each fined a shilling plus costs.

dicensedv i c t urWobdseats. After
Thomas and Sgt Baker left the Masons Arms Was the beer good?

. November 862 AI | enwas hou SThe Sheffield Independent on Tuesday, 22

next on their route. At te_n ”.“””tes past four, May 1883, carried a report entittedi The bone

they fqund three men drinking, They el fide tr avelTheDerbyghireeTames o n 0

F?a”.c's Sterrup, a table blade forger, W'”'am & Chesterfield Herald carried the same report

Biggin, a cutler, and John Grason, a grinder. the next day, and again on Saturday, 26 May.

They were summoned to the same Dronfield

Petty Sessions and on the same charges as

Ibbotson and his customers. Allen fpleaded

that he inquired of the men where they came

from, and supplied them with refreshment on

their saying they lived in Charles Street,

S h e f f This Was fust under three miles (5

km) to the north. Frances Skelton was a 62-year-old widow.
She and her son, 27-year-old Herbert, were

At the Eckington Petty Sessions on 21 May,

RO I SSEN i R SCRRR A GRORS G i o ST
both of Sheffield, were summoned for having

been on the licensed premises of Frances

S k*erlvjo n" Soki. Lh¥e /N a" | Smiak e ¢
during prohibited hours. o
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keeping her husbandés
going. Frances also had two daughters,

Annie aged twenty-four and Alice aged
nineteen. They had help from a servant, 29-
year-old William Fisher.

At 10.45 on the morning of Sunday, 6 May,
Thomas had visited the Mount Pleasant Inn

f aneamhisafvn h@u3e. HesaweRiEhardson and
pint

Pl shin e/ § hrehv-Tengdl

he asked them where they were from,
Richardson told him that he lived in Pyebank,
five miles (8 km) north of Norton. Pashley
gave Nursery Street as his address, over four
miles (6.5 km) to the north.

The Nailmakers Arms on Backmoor Road, seen here possibly around 1940. On Sunday, 6 May
1883, PC Clifford followed two men here who no longer qualified as travellers because they had
already obtained refreshment at the Mount Pleasant Inn, less than a mile (1.6 km) away in
Woodseats. The magistrates were lenient. Having traded since 1638, the Nailmakers Arms
remains the oldest pub in Sheffield. (PictureSheffield.com, s06909)

Pashley was probably the 37-year-old wire
drawer of that name living on Nursery Lane at
the time of the 1881 census. He and his wife,
Annie, had three sons aged between four and
nine. Richardson may have been the 28-year-
old stone mason living on Stockton Street
with his wife, Sarah, and their baby boy.

Forty-five minutes later, Thomas found the
men enjoying bread, cheese and beer at the
Nailmakers Arms on Backmoor Road. He
checked with Frances Skelton, who
confirmed that they had given her the same
addresses that they had told Thomas before.
But that was no longer the issue.

They had already been served at the Mount
Pleasant Inn, and so could no longer claim to
oies _(Wrravie | | e“rYsel WieT hle
offence, and both asserted that they had no
intention of doing wr

Magistrate Mr J F Swallow said to Pashley,
iwWas the beer good?o
sir; it was very good, and it was a beautiful
morning.. We were t hirr
Laughter rippled around the room.

The other magistrate, Mr W G Blake, felt that
the two nbemafidewer av él
he added that HAThey
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onfined themsel ves t o osiméargharge the prevituse Nogemben
t ag

€ f
Bl h L ?t 7 - A “I'hel dllst'an'?:egwast not rt a?gngu hor them
l enient viewo and only u @ﬁe %n

’ t¢ quality as travellers. attough 'the other fvo
pay the costs of the suanckCrPal 'edtcpb??o

defendants thanked the magistrates, and paid
L FE=miORn ENEs. O i i S IRREIET. (0D i lIEASERDRER e N [IFELfE=C
onasi el 2 "Elhta L g e D et e mb
tenure of the pub had not got off to a good

start. He was fined one pound plus costs. His

?ﬂ further away.

A drinking excursion

Thomas would be named once more in a fSo e gl egsAtS sl i el e N0 sdRES alc - gt
newspaper report as the arresting officer in a having been on licensed premises during
similar case. The Derbyshire Times & unl awf ul ' 07Ul S0

Chesterfield Herald of Saturday, 30 June
1883, reported that he and Sgt Baker had

: Time out
followed four men after they left a pub in
Norton on the afternoon of Sunday, 8 June. Eleven days after attending the summons at
They suspected the men oHemsweth Alpmas efhthedorce. The
SR = i Y g €PSIC TURRNS =i S0 20, Cllo) (s SataNh" us el rSyNel se _arteYy” g SHe Sl
Friday, 6 July,once again, he fAres

Samuel Howson was a table blade striker.

Walter Pattison was a carter. Henry Howard bl himselfo.

and William Hartley were file cutters. All four It is possible that the family moved to

were from Sheffield. They were hosted at the Mosborough. A school record from mid-1885

Prince of Wales on Derbyshire Lane by Jesse states that Charles and James had previously
Whittington. He had recently taken over from been to school at O6Masbor c
George Hollingsworth as landlord. The known evidence that they moved to

policemen entered the pub at around 4.30 Masborough near Rotherham, whereas

pm, and found the men drinking beer. Mosborough is just over five miles (8 km)

Whittington was summoned to the G BNl

Hemsworth Petty Sessi on sThanaswRud rejuintoderbyshireo r

having sold intoxicating liquors during Constabulary in 1884, ten months after he
prohi bi t easaittbatitwessobthe men resigned. That year, George Clifford was
had given their address as Charles Street, demoted from Sergeant back to Constable,
Sheffield. As we have seen, this is where but continued serving at Whitwell. Sgt Baker
another defendant was living when was promoted to Inspector. He would retire in
summoned by Sgt Baker and PC Clifford on a the 1890s.
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PC George Vardy

T h o masacéessor

There may have been a period of weeks after
Thomas resigned when Norton and
Woodseats had no constable to support Sgt
Baker. PC George Vardy was twenty-three
years old when he arrived in October 1883.
He and his wife may have moved into 275
Derbyshire Lane at that time. They were
certainly there at the time of the 1891 census.

George had married Emma Norton in the
summer of 1883, at Hope St Peter in the
Peak District, 14 miles (22 km) to the west.
Emma was soon pregnant with their first
child.

The similarities between Thomas and George
were not only that they both married girls with
the surname of Norton, and were posted to a
village of the same name. Like Thomas,
George had been a locomotive fireman with
the Midland Railway. According to the
following newspaper report, he was well
known at Heeley Station.

Theft from allotments

RE Walr @y os il St
newspaper was in the Sheffield Independent
for 5 January 1884. The report had some
similaritiest o T h dirst appéarance after
he had been attached back in May 1880. But
Vardy came off much worse in the incident he
endured, involving a knife which had probably
been made locally.

On the evening of 3 January, Sgt Baker sent
him to the estate of the Meersbrook Land
Society near Heeley, where plots of land
reserved for building houses were being used
as garden allotments in the meantime. There
had been several complaints about theft of
vegetables and chickens. PC Vardy went fin
plain clothesé and concealed himself.0 T h e
encounter was described dramatically and
deserves to be quoted at length.

Arrest of Henry Gregory

AfiHe had not | ong been
concealment before he saw a man named
Henry Gregory enter a piece of garden

Contents

ground belonging to Mr. Matthias
Skillingtonéand hel p hi mse
potatoes, which he placed
j umped up é @ppedihesack add
took to his heal séthe
There were several desperate struggles in
the gardens, in the course of which the officer
l ost his hat and hi s

The article revealsthati Gr egor vy,
Pennds Poerddeley, iIs a much
heavier and a more powerful man than Vardy.
He has been employed breaking stones on
Richard Road, and whether rightly or wrongly
he has been suspected of several of the
BOEbbresy IWess SsoL it i d e

o)1 ]

| amp
who |

pr oduc

i E v e n tMardy] dugceeded in securing

Gregory, who affected to be in deep distress,

and pleaded hard to be allowed to goo Vardy

ftook out his handcuffs and placed one of

them on Gr egorThebmndidi ght wr
not resist, but pleaded his wife and children

as reason why Vardy should allow him to go.

The officeréadvised him toc
itéhis offence was not SO
AL atkc i ngo. stir.ecl oLt e iy hsaftdl —c Lusk

appear ahand.eThen puttidg tHe sackaof potatoes over

his right shoulder, he proceeded with his
prisoneréon to the road at
runs to Norton, his intention being to take him

to the lock-up there. It seemed as though

(CHR LR [ VI LN (N e T o )
advice and Odheyhachawalkii et | y ¢
of two miles (3.2 km) ahead of them.

fWhen about thirty yards from Mr. John
Ryall 6 Gregwseg 6s manner s u
changedéHe turned around t
faced the policemané[ and
determined effort to wrench the handcuff out

o tph e "o Tt Titiewelions. *Marmyd erjier. Tk
manands ai d, ol s h a.lltiwasn o t | et
to quote Vardyds own wor ds
ami di adsemn o, S oRie O Wi Siene™ o [Nan] Siammar
Help arrives

i Deukndi N ig Al I i hAinls 1 i mie” eFl i
i nwahsi safprlagicde toof unl ock the ¢
Eadonéon reaching Upper Al

saw Gregory lying with his head on the
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kerbstone and Vardy st o oSupenngndenvGruitt ydsterday paid a visit to

Gregory wanted to get up. Vardy refused him. L/ag:]yh?t tcheuh:sgltalr, anorl C%mv\?;tmﬁ n(;eéjahlm
Eadon suggested to Gr egoPy 3 CRUL2P '%?/983(1 aa'ccgo Y

bestwhereyou are. 06 Eadon hada%ﬁis%'%%tenby TE L ez o
crying for help and fs o nifeThomasthad ot nesghed im the July, and
came with |lightséo. been in the post for another six months, Sgt

Baker would probably have sent him to
Meersbrook that night. Aged ten years older
than Vardy, would he have succeeded in
restraining Gregory? It is Annie Clifford who
would have received the news from John
Eadon.

Career officer

Emma Vardy gave birth to their first daughter
a few months later. They named her Eva. At
the time of the 1891 census, PC Vardy was
still active as the local constable. He and
Emma now had a second daughter. Eva was
six and Cora was three.

PC Robinson subdues the murderer, Charles
Peace of Sheffield, who was armed with a
gun. The incident took place in Blackheath,
south-east London, on 10 September 1878.
On 3 January 1884, PC Vardy took half an
hour to subdue Henry Gregory after arresting
him for stealing. Vardy was not in uniform and ' '

it seems that he did not have his truncheon Holmhirst Road from Chesterfield Road,

with him. (Adventures of a Notorious Burglar, around 1900, where PC Vardy and his family
London 1880 i PictureSheffield.com, y12408) were living in the mid-1890s.

(PictureSheffield.com, s17441)

N Me s1gerss were immediately sent for

Sergeant Baker and for Dr. Johnson who Unlike Thomas, George Vardy made a long-
lives in Victoria Roado . the® fplaced the term career of policing. A new police station
policeman against aefuwal |aaddackug foraNVogdsepts wag pgoposed in
guard over the prisoneré ar mc hai r s we A&7 and, by 1890, it had been built on
brought éin which the me nChegterfiell Read. § is silhthere foday. Vardy
shawls were thrown ar ou nwsGonslahiedngChagge at {he police station
was administeredéonl y s uby¥893cwhenhe was pjomoted foeSergeant.

officer. Thereupon sal volatile [a smelling By 1895, he had moved from 275 Derbyshire

salts solution] was given to Gregoryé Var d vy Lane to a house on Holmhirst Road, on the

then said [to gEandtellmly, 6 Votherpidepfdpesterfield Road.

WISTRE ad| |+ 12gb 0} IR T2 0 Sgt Vardy remained at Woodseats until 1898.
He was then promoted to Inspector and was

To hospital in a cab transferred to Long Eaton, seven miles (11

km) south-west of Nottingtzlham. He reached

héthe officer and his p "the FaRKbFSupertheridént aRdrdtired i £ © 2

cab and taken to the Public Hospitalé 1920 in Belper.
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Elmton Contents
How Thomas spent the next ten months is Thomas seems to have been the first
unknown but it was evidently unsuccessful. constable to live in the village. He and Annie
He re-joined Derbyshire Constabulary on may have lived with their four children in
Tuesday, 8 April 1884. This time, he was Beam Ends, one of a pair of semi-detached
given the number PC 211. cottages on EImton village green. According

to the 1891 census, The cottage is where one
of his successors, PC Samuel Harris,
appears to have lived with his wife, Elizabeth,
Thomasd second posting waadtheit rephéw, Samweiemithe i g ht
miles (13 km) south-east of Eckington and
three miles (5 km) north-east of Bolsover.
Elmton was a very rural parish of a few
hundred people. It was the part of the
Eckington District furthest away from where
he had been posted before, perhaps to give
him the chance of a fresh start and a less
challenging community.

A fresh start

Today, they are two of the oldest cottages on
the green. The village was owned by the
Duke of Portland, who acquired the
surrounding estate in 1854. The cottage was
probably rented from the Duke by Derbyshire
Constabulary.

Beam Ends (left) and Cherry Cottage (right), cottages on The Green at EImton, seen here in the
1920s. The local landowner from 1854 was the Duke of Portland. Beam Ends, named in the 1960s,
was probably the home of the local constable in the 1880s and 1890s. PC Clifford may have been
the first to be posted to the village. One of his successors, PC Samuel Harris, appears to have
been living there at the time of the 1891 census. (With thanks to Enid Hibbert and Pam Finch,
Elmton with Creswell Local History Group)
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Elmton around 1880 with the Midland Railway line of 1875 to the east, coming up from Mansfield.
At Creswell (top-right), the line diverged north-eastwards via Whitwell to Worksop, and westwards

via Clowne to Staveley. Note Elmton Park Farm at bottom-left, from where thirty-t w o

nf owl

stolen on 20 February 1885. From 1895, Creswell was expanded to accommodate workers for a
new coal mine, established by the Bolsover Colliery Company. This would be served by an
additional line laid by the Lancashire, Derby and East Coast Railway. (Ordnance Survey County
Series, Derbyshire, scale 1:10,560; surveyed 1875 to 1884, published 1886; © Crown Copyright
and Landmark Information Group Ltd, Old-Maps.co.uk)

In the newspapers?

The Derbyshire Times & Chesterfield Herald
for 12 April 1884 reported that the
magistrates for the Eckington district had
sanctioned the annual appointment of a
number of ¢ ®rcsvérioudtowng r s
and villages. These included James Cropper
and William Archer at EImton, who were
appointed several years running. Archer was
the landlord of the EIm Tree Inn. Local farmer
John Jackson was a member of the Grand
Jury at the Derbyshire Quarter Sessions held
in Derby. They would have been able to
assist Thomas with his duties around the
area.

An alcohol licensing hours case at
Mosborough was brought to the Eckington
Petty Sessions by a PC Clifford on 14 May.
This was reported on in the Sheffield
Independent ten days later. George Clifford
may have been the constable referred to
rather than Thomas. ElImton is 3.5 miles (5.5
km) south-west of Whitwell, and Mosborough
is over a mile (2 km) north of Eckington.

An incident at Plumbley colliery at three in the
morning on Saturday, 23 August, could have
been attended by either George or Thomas.
Again, George is a little more likely. The mine
was built by John Rhodes between Ridgeway
and Eckington.1 t was ni

Seend6 as it was hi dden
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The Sheffield Independent of Tuesday, 26
August, reported that, at the Eckington Petty
Sessions the previousday, fAJoseph
Hutchinson, a tramp, was placed in the dock
on a charge of being upon the premises of
the new sinking shaft of the Plumbley Colliery
Compamwydchi nson had
account o fwheihe sesdde wae
employed there. This statement was untrue.i
The Justices sentenced himt o s even
hard labour.0

not

Offences against regulations

EIFSIcRn v caa™s e E SNRIRC M sab
law enforcement any more. Policemen caught
drinking on duty or contravening other rules
would be fined and even demoted. Four
weeks earlier, he had been fined five shillings

fo? dff¥ncel aggin%t re%tﬂa?lo s on Tuesday,

27 January.

d a Angi®must have been most perplexed at

The
Colliery, nine miles (14.5 km) north-west of
Elmton. A PC Clifford, possibly George rather
than Thomas, arrested a tramp here on 23
August 1884. (With thanks to Spike on Flickr)

6Sel dom Seenod

On Friday, 20 February 1885, six men stole
thirty-t wo Af owl s o
Park Farm, to the south-west of the village.
One of the men was from Whitwell, three
were from Killamarsh, one was from Pleasley
on the Nottinghamshire border and one was
from Worksop beyond it.

The men were arrested in Whitwell at
midnight on the Saturday by PCs Arnut Pack
from nearby Clowne, PC Marston from
Mosborough, and PC Gane, who took them
to the cells at Eckington. Superintendent Cruit
remanded two of them and the other three
were released on bail. Thomas would have
been aware of the case but does not seem to
have been involved.

from Geor

Thomaso6é behaviour.
nearly nine years old. Did he know his father
was in trouble at work?

Then things got worse. Thomas was finally
ordered to resign on Thursday, 19 March, for
improper conduct. His offence was recorded
afs & il GrEsmi b U AR 0 L SeT
gty oF. WT h iNsdiivasy oh avne
Tree Inn, and was a regrettable irony
considering his earlier zeal.

Discipline for misconduct was common. The
concept of an established, professional
constabulary was still quite young. Senior
officers were often ex-military and well used
to discipline. If soldiers in the army often got
Lan'it o WA O EbyitEe s i o [ediT
surprise that constables like Thomas, who

engi neyed R4 RifiliacWwith dRdiphn® Bell fBuY of

regulations. This happened to many within a
couple of years of joining the service.
Affordable alcohol was usually the cause.
Gambling was no doubt another, and officers
were often dismissed.

Being @dened teresigewasng fayeur so that
he would not have to admit to having been
dismissed when making subsequent job
applications.

Thomas could certainly no longer prevent his
problems affecting his family, not least the
matter of how to keep a roof over their heads
after having to vacate their Constabulary-
provided accommodation.

Annie must have been distraught. Charles
turned nine five days later and was old
enough to understand what had happened.
James was six and half, and was old enough
to have an opinion. Little Annie, who would
turn four a month later, and Helena who was
two-and-half, would have picked up on
tension in the household.

nki
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The EIm Tree Inn, EImton, with a group of beaters getting ready for a shoot, possibly around 1930.
This may have been the pub in which PC Clifford broke regulations by gambling, leading to his
dismissal from Derbyshire Constabulary on 19 March 1885. (PicturethePast.org.uk, DCBR0O00035)
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Midland Railway engine driver Contents

Return to Darley Abbey and last child baptised at Darley Abbey St

What Thomas did for the next two years is STt <L e

again unknown. However, we do know that
the family moveddb ac k homed t o D aWNelcaned back

ADRSY: Thomas finally returned to what he knew

As in nearby Allestree, the mill-owning Evans best. He re-joined the Midland Railway. He

family had built a school for the children of was listed in the district staff register for the

Darley Abbey in 1819. Nearly three months engine shed of the Derby Locomotive

after Thomas was dismissed from Derbyshire Department from 5 August 1887. He was

Constabulary, his sons Charles and James thirty-seven years old.

\svuer:g iggns'tted 1o Walter Evelni> Scheol on.3 The expansion of the Midland Railway had
' continued while Thomas was away. They

They joined their cousins Kate and Alice probably needed his skills, and he returned

Mather there. They were the daughters of arsy alst iR artifa, N iST TTiEsd™ 0 o

Thomasod sister Hel ena anmkanhhe eoulthbe sabbed wpdn,to drive

Lewis, who still lived in Darley Abbey. They engines when not enough drivers were

had their seventh child on 1 September. Their available.

son Harry joined his sisters and cousins at

SchoalittiefollawingiEebtiary. Charles and James left Darley Abbey school

on 30 September 1887. Charles was eleven

At some time before 1891, Thomas and and a half and probably started work. James
Annie became Congregationalists. The low had his ninth birthday that week and probably
ebb of their circumstances in 1885 may have transferred to a school in Derby. Little Helena
prompted them to reach out to members of a was now five and a half. This probably dates
Congregationalist church. This would have when the family moved into Derby to be
meant setting aside their Church of England nearerto Thomas 6 wor k. theflefive ver ,
affiliations going back generations. little Annie to continue at school in Darley

Abbey until 12 April 1889, a week before she

Little Annie started at Walter Evans School
on 7 February 1887, ten weeks before her
seventh birthday. Her f aQni3¥Semdembenl888erhomasdvas

turned nine.

address at the time of her admission were promoted to become a full-time driver. What
recorded as AThomas Cl i fwen thrdugh his minchas he®ntered e o .
This was Darley Street, on the west bank of Bradway tunnel and passed through Norton

the Derwent, just downstream from the cotton Hammer on his way in and out of Sheffield?

mill.

LitlekAnni eds c odaughitenof Et hel , Widowed twice, married three times

Thomas 6 Willam,tstareed school with
her on the same day. William and his wife
were also still in Darley Abbey, and they now

had three children. They lived just around the north-east of Derby. Annie had probably held
corner from Darley Street at 3 Hill Square. fea mi | together durinc

: i A t he .
Qfg AN Gol den ghihids! afctthe Bhicfen would have fet
celebrated on 20'June, which was no doubt her loss very keenly. Thomas now had to look
an exciting event for the school children. after them without his wife towhom. he had

Lewis and Helena Mather had their eighth been married for nearly sixteen years.

Sadly, Annie died on 15 January 1891, aged
just thirty-five. She was buried at Nottingham
Road Cemetery in Chaddesden, just to the
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A Midland Johnson Class 1738, built in Derby in 1885-6 and named after Princess Beatrice,
youngest daughter of Queen Victoria. Thomas returned to the railway in August 1887 as a fully
gual i fied or ,basea senshis prévious expegian@ nHe was promoted to driver in
September1889 and may have driven Class 1738 locomotives. Beatrice pulled the royal train
carrying Queen Victoria from Derby on her way to Scotland in May 1891. (John Bassindale
Collection, with thanks to Tony Hisgett)

According to the census taken eleven weeks
later in April 1891, the family was living at 13
Sidney Street in Litchurch, Derby. This was a
few minutesd walk from
were also half a mile (800 m) from their first
home on Church Lane, which they had left
eleven years before when Thomas joined
Derbyshire Constabulary.

Derelict houses on Sidney Street, Derby,
seen here in 1975. Thomas and his family
were living at no.13 in April 1891. Annie had
died on 15 January, making Thomas a
widower. The houses were demolished
around 1980. (Photographer, J M Wilcox i
PicturethePast.org.uk, DRBY003747)

Charles was fifteen years old and working as
A Mg Y0 TR Onl AWt o P eliel. hee MTart
foundries or at the giant Midland Railway

tworks cemplgxi. Jarees wals & tdielve-ylebr-®lg

errand boy. At ten and eight, Catherine Anne
and Helena were attending school.

Tl ol afs' 0" bhrtost h-eXra AN “1* |
railway plate labourer. Unfortunately, his wife
Susan had also died aged thirty-six, on 13
January 1888. Like Thomas, William had
moved into Derby with his children. In
September, Ethel Annie left Walter Evans
Sie . 0. 0Nl & & ‘Tgdy" Wil a1 _tSesds  agtt #Sit. % /
the city. William remarried on 25 May 1890,

his second wife being Sarah Jane Goodwin.

TahleRARSw ogu [ Sde™ D" aRuiik d“with, T hEe™ m'a, STE
one more cousin in 1893. By 1901, William

would be working as a stores assistant at the

Railway Signal Works in Derby.

i am we

Widowed twice, married three times

On 27 June 1891, Thomas married his

second wi fe, E Ichuzzhain at St
Derby. This may have signified his return to

the Church of England. Eliza was the widow

of a railway labourer.

Thomas remarriage may have happened too
quickly for Charles. He may have felt unable
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to accept his stepmother, prompting him to
leave home. He joined the Royal Navy on 18
August, volunteering at Devonport near
Plymouth. His brother James would follow
him into the Navy. ItisCh a r |sendcé s
papers which provide the evidence that the
family had become Congregationalists.

Unfortunately, Thomas was widowed again
when Eliza died in on 20 March 1896, aged
fifty. Thomas had her buried with Annie in
Nottingham Road Cemetery.

Back in the Norton area, readers of the
Sheffield Daily Telegraph learned of the
death of Francis Westby Bagshawe at the
age of sixty-four. The edition of the
newspaper for 29 April published his obituary

fiwith much regreti. He h
6am the previous morning
il Il nesso ofiwhihatleel gfetartsi
an enfeebled state...The local world can ill
affordtoloseé a man who had a v
conception of his position and of the
responsibilities

At a presentation in his honour in 1888, Sir
John Brown had said that F W Bagshawe

attachil

was fione of the ki-ndest >38dxsdllf Erbscelt®DerBy i the door on

hearted of men, an admirable Chairman, and
agood Christando. The obituary
t h édoth Ohurch and State have lost a wise

and energetic supporter.o

His body lay in Norton St James church
before being taken to Hathersage for burial.
The bells of St James were renovated in his
honour at a cost of £500, and there is a
memorial to him inside the church.

@TE 2" ) U 0.€ 5ge. T FRONM gsFO
son, started at Pear Tree School in Derby.
Arthur was living with his uncle Thomas at the
time, at 12 Shaftsbury Crescent.

This was 150 yards (140 m) from the
Baseball Ground, home of Derby County
Football Club until 1997. The ground had
been created in the 1880s for employees of
the adjacent Vulcan Works foundry. Baseball
was introduced from the United States in
1889. The ground was developed as a new
home for the Football Club, which moved
from Nottingham Road in Chaddesden. The
first home match for the Club as full tenants
was played on 14 September 1895.

n e phegfadbling

the right | seen here in 1980. Thomas lived
h& Wit his aﬁd%ife, Matilda, from 1897
until 1910. These houses were demolished in
the early 1980s. (Derby City Council,
PicturethePast.org.uk, RBY007107)

On 9 November 1896, at Derby St James,
Thomas was remarried yet again. His third
bride was Matilda, the widow of another
railway worker. She had been living further up
Geicont at Wroh. by e Tdone
electoral roll for 1897 had been compiled,
Thomas, Matilda, little Annie and Helena had
moved into 21 Shaftsbury Crescent. On 13
July 1899, Thomas joined a trade union, the
Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants.

According to the 1901 census, little Annie,
now twenty-one, was still living with Thomas
and Matilda, and was working as a silk
spinner. Helena was eighteen and a half and
had left home. She was a domestic
housemaid for a matron of a nursing home at
6 Oxford Street in Nottingham, fifteen miles
(24 km) to the east.
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Locomotive coaling stage near the engine
shed and Midland Railway works at Derby
around 1900. (Midland Railway Study Centre)

Thomas Clifford aged fifty (my own age at the
time of writing), seen here at the wedding of
his son Charles in Portsmouth on 11 June
1900. (Original photograph, family collection)

Demotion

Thomas6é6 behaviour rel apsec
il Q) @43 . He was disciplined T
worse for drink & being ir
had gainedadér eput ati on6. We knc

police record that he had character

weaknesses. Or he may have been

particularly unfortunate in which member of

the management witnessed his

misdemeanour. He was demoted to
iShunting Drivero on much

How did Thomas reflect on his predicament,
remembering how his police career had
ended in 1885? Matilda must have been
deeply unimpressed. Did she know that Annie
had endured a similar ordeal twenty-four
years earlier?

End of the line

On 2 January 1911, Thomas was transferred

to the massive railway marshalling yard in the
Chaddesden. He and Matilda moved to 185
Nottingham Road a stoneds
Annie and Eliza were buried. In the census

three months later, He still proudly described

hi msel f as a fmericegmoti ve E
Mi dl and Rail way Companyao.

Chaddesden sidings looking west from
Chaddesden South Junction in 1968. Thomas
worked at the sidings, probably as a shunting
driver, from January 1911 until his death in
March 1915. On the left of the horizon is the
tower of Derbyds Al Saint
houses of Nottingham Road are to the right,
where Thomas and Matilda lived from 1911.
(Courtney Haydon Collection, Y-16-11

T with thanks to the Railway Correspondence
and Travel Society)
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Thomas died at home on 30 March 1915,
nine days after his sixty-fifth birthday. He was
buried with Annie and Eliza in Nottingham
Road Cemetery.

This is where PC 35 Joseph Moss had been
buried after being shot in Derby on 12 July
1879. As a former Grenadier Guard, he had
been buried with military honours.

Thomasd name appeared
last time, when notice of his death appeared
in the Derby Daily Telegraph of 31 March
1915. Matilda died in Derby in 1922, aged
sixty-four.

Thomas Cliffordlbes pocket
background image is of a Midland Johnson

Class 2228 at Derby. This particular

locomotive was built in 1900 and remained in
service until 1946. (Family collection)
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C h-a®il e s, Chl

Early years

Charles trained in Portsmouth at the HMS
Vernon Torpedo & Mining School, and also at
the Naval School of Telegraphy which was
housed i nHM$¢«/icternpantibegime.
He returned to Vernon and Victory for training
in several periods as his career progressed.

From 1896 to 1899, he was a member of the
crew of the cruiser, HMS Intrepid, with the
North America & West Indies Squadron. Their
bases were at Halifax, Nova Scotia, and
Bermuda. He returned to the squadron with
the cruiser, HMS Ariadne, from 1903 to 1905.

Armour plated hulls

From 1904, one of the fI
accommodate the Torpedo & Mining School

was the former HMS Watrrior, the worl d
iron-hulled warship, which had been launched

in 1860. Since 1987, Warrior has been

preserved at Portsmouth near Victory.

Charles probably knew that Charles Cammell
& Co Ltd of Sheffield had made rolled armour
plate for the Admiralty. But did he realise that
hehadliveda f ew mi nut es o
Hall, the home of Charles Cammell, when his
father was a police constable?

wa l

Charles Cammell and Co Ltd merged with

Laird Brothers Ltd in
shipyard at Birkenhead on the south bank of

the River Mersey.

Torpedo expert

From 1905, Charlesdé care

on torpedos. He assumed increasing
responsibility and became an instructor at
HMS Vernon, reaching the rating of Chief
Petty Officer in 1916.

While serving on the Torpedo Boat Destroyer,
HMS Beaver, Charles participated in the first
naval engagement of WWI, the Heligoland
Bight Action of 28-29 August 1914.

Beaver was an Acheron- or I-Class
Destroyer. Two other members of the class,
HMS Lapwing and HMS Lizard, were built by
Cammell Laird at Birkenhead.

I IBeorT d%0%s

198

naval C @nknt® € I

Career twilight

From 1917 to 1918, Charles served on the
newly commissioned battlecruiser, HMS
Furious. This was immediately converted to
become t he wor | dairsraftf i
carrier. He would have witnessed the first
take-offs from and landings on her deck.

rst

He joined the Royal Fleet Reserve in 1919,
and attended HMS Vernon once a year from
then on. Charles retired from the Navy on his
fiftieth birthday in 1926. He then became the
landlord of the King Alfred pub in Portsmouth.

The full story of his career will have to wait
until another time.

-

Chief Petty Officer Charles Clifford, my great
grandfather, seen here around the time he
was demobilised in 1919. He then joined the
Royal Fleet Reserve at forty-three years of
age. (Original photograph, family collection)
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Epilogue

Between 1993 and 1995, | lived with my wife
and daughter in Brimington, to the north-east
of Chesterfield. Every weekday morning, |
drove north up the main road from
Chesterfield to Sheffield. After the modern
A61 bypasses Dronfield, the A61 becomes
Chesterfield Road as it proceeds into
Sheffield.

To my left were Bradway, Greenhill and
Norton Hammer. To my right were Norton,
Meersbrook and Heeley. Through
Woodseats, | passed the Abbey Hotel, the
Big Tree, the Chantrey Arms and the Norton
Lees end of Derbyshire Lane. | then
continued via a choice of streets, including
Bramall Lane, to the office where | worked off
Ecclesall Road.

| knew that my great-great grandfather had
been an engine driver with the Midland
Railway and had probably travelled on the

Contents

evenings amongst old documents, many of
which are now available online. | have indeed
tried to compel a range of sources to yield the
story of north Derbyshire in the few years that
my great-great grandfather worked there.
One of those sourcesis Har ol d
fascinating book, which he certainly did not
write in vain.

He went on to say that he did not write his
book as fAa scholar for
homely intention, and if it finds its way to the
firesides of Derbyshire and Hallamshire folk,
and helps to round off in an agreeable way
some of the days spent in the work of forge,
factory, mill or counting-house, or gives point
to country rambles, it will not have missed its
mark. It is such as book as | should have
liked when | began to find that all history was
not made at Court, nor in London, nor in the
House of Commons, nor upon far-away

Ar mi t ac

sch

line between Chesterfield and Sheffield on LGt MG TR S ol T O ST )
many occasions. Several stretches of the line I too have a fAihomely inter
are visible from the A61 and the streets of of family and social history. | have written it
southern Sheffield. for anyone who is interested in the history
But | had no idea until early 2019 that he had ot S e <l Rl L e
been a police constable, or that he had Revoluti y thp dail gl"f f ordi o
walked the very area that passed by the RGP ™ e Oalbie0l Yl Pegpie Ul
windows of my car. the Victorian Age, or bringing the _

unromanticised truth of genealogy to life. |
In the preface to Chantrey Land, Harold certainly hope that it wil
Armitage explains how, to capture history, it agreeable wayo days spent
s necjerststar gt t o T h o TRk “imp osi at It oS rigamb | e sior "aimolkg t C
cornerséspending | abor i ocountrytheey that are still recognisable from
amongsteold document seée uhetl880s. LkeAeniitage, | have written the
vill ageemanuscript and bswogthat hvarsed to eeadnin order to learn
compell ed to yi elsdookt s saboutrthe @orldtidat my Great-draat
shows some young scholaré t hat t he h igridfathey experienced 140 years ago. | am
of Norton is worth his while, it will not have now able to share so much variety to interest
been written in vain.o and fascinate, to delight in or reflect on
| am neither young nor a scholar, but | have sc_)ber i that | oM T ULSG t
wor kedmai h aosner 06, spenv?i"}'ng PR ot SO UYS
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Ti mel i ne of Thomaso | i fe Contents

Domestic | Occupational Domestic | Occupational

1847

Thomasd si s
born illegitimate in
Huggelscote, NW Leic

1848

Their parents, Charles
Clifford and Catherine
Harrison, get married;
Charles is an illiterate
agricultural labourer

1850
Thomas born in
Hugglescote

1851
Census: Family living
in nearby Ibstock

1852

Brother John James
is born but dies
within months

1853
Family moves to
Allestree, Derbs

1854
Brother James is born

1857
Brother William is born;

Charles dies aged 34

1861

Census: Family still in
Allestree; Catherine
and Helena working at
Darley Abbey cotton
mill; James and William
are in school

1863

Catherine marries
James Monk; family
moves in with him in
Darley Abbey

1868
Helena marries
Lewis Mather

1871

Census: James is a
domestic servant in
Litchurch, Derby;
William is a factory
hand, probably

at the cotton mill

c.1872

1875

Thomas marries cotton
mill hand Annie Norton;
First marital home at

3 Church Lane, Derby

1876
First child, Charles,
is born

1879
Second child, James,
is born
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